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and to abolish the franking privilege. He in- 
tended to do this, although he was aware that an 


amendment of something like a similar character | 


which had been offered on a former day by the 

ntleman from Virginia [Mr. Gogery]} had been 
ruled out of order. Similar amendments in relation 
~o other subjects had been put in every appropri- 
ation bill that had been passed; and he believed it 
to be as much in order to regulate the rates of 

stage by this bill as to regulate the compensa- 
tion of postmasters. This bill did regulate the 
compensation of postmasters, and made apprupri- 
ations for that compensation. 

Mr. KAUFMAN called Mr. Asumovn to order, 
on the ground that he had offered one amendment, 
and was debating another. 

Mr. ASHMUN then withdrew his amendment, 
and offered the folloWing: 

Be it further enacted, That from and after the first day of 


July next, the rate of letter postage shall be uniforin through- | 


out the United States, irrespective of distance ; and all letters 
passing through the post Office shall be charged by weight as 
follows, viz: Each letter weighing not more than half an 
ounce, two cents; each letter weighing more than half an 
ounce and not more than one ounce, four cents; each letter 
weighing more than One ounce and not more than two 
ounces, eight cents; and four cents additional for every 
ounce, or fraction of an ounce, additional weight. And all 
jetters not! prepaid at the time of mailing shall be charged 
double postage. And the Postmaster General shall provide 
suitable stamps, to be used in the prepayment of postage, 
and cause them to be kept for sale in each post office in the 


United States. And the Postmaster General may make tothe | 


several postmasters a compensation equal im proportion to 
the labor performed to what they now receive. And all 
newspapers may pass free of postage to subscribers living 
within thirty miles of the place of publication. 

Sec. —. Beit further enacted, That from and after the first 
day of July next, all laws giving to members of Congress the 
right of franking, shall be deemed to be repealed. 


the amendment, on the ground t 
sistent with the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to be 
in order. 

Mr. VINTON appealed from the decision. 


at it was incon- 


After a brief conversation between Mr. JOHN- | 


SON of Arkansas and the SPEAKER— 

The question was taken; and the House, by 
= 55, noes 64, reversed the decision of the 

air. 

So the amendment was not received. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


“ind be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
may, at bis discretion, increase the compensation above the 
rates now allowed by law, to all postmasters who open the 
mails at night, and whose compensation by the existing rates 
is less than two hundred dollars, 


The CHAIRMAN ruled it to be out of order. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee 
rose and reported the bill to the House. 

And, under the operation of the previous ques- 
tion, it was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. VINTON moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill had been passed; and moved 
that that motion be laid on the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 


Mr. POLLOCK asked the general consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution; which | 


was read for information: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to cause 
the necessary examination and surveys to be made of the 
ters and harbors at Chester and Marcus Hook, on the river 
Jelaware; and that he report what repairs and other works 
are necessary for the preservation of said harbors, with a 
Plan and estimate ef the cost of the same. 


Objection having been made, Mr. P. moved asus- 
pension of the rules; which motion was rejected. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, having ascertained, by | 


inquiry from the Chair, that the bill to organize a 


territorial government in California was the next | 


special order in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, moved that the House resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, for the purpose of taking up that bill. 
After a brief conversation between Mr. JONES 
of Tennessee and the SPEAKER, the question 
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the bill to establish a territorial government in 
California. The bill was read through. 

Mr.CHAPMAN obtained the floor, but yielded 
to— 

Mr. PRESTON, who desired to submit a sub- 
stitute. 

Some conversation followed on questions of 
order. 

The first section of the bill was then read. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, for the purposes of his argu- 
ment, moved to strike out the first section of the 
bill. 

Mr. C, yielded to a motion by Mr. McLANE, 
that the committee rise; which motion was re- 
jected. 

Mr. C. then proceeded to address the committee 
at length on the subject of slavery, especially with 
reference to the power of the General Government 
over that question in the District of Columbia. 

When Mr: CHAPMAN concluded— 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, obtained the floor. 
and gave way for a motion that the committee rise; 
which motion being agreed to— 

The committee rose and reported. 


On motion of Mr. COBB, of Georgia, it was 

Ordered, That the substitute amendment to the “ bill to 
establish the territorial government of Upper California,’ 
offered by Mr. Presron, be printed. = 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, the 
House, at four o’clock and twenty minutes, ad- 
journed. 

PETITIONS. 

The following petitions were presented under the rule, 

and referred : 


| 
> ATT ‘ : By Mr. CLAPP: The petition of Smith & Hersey, of Port- 
Mr. KAUFMAN raised the aos of order on | j Se ee ae ea aes 


land, Maine, praying Congress that the duties unpaid on six 

hundred and seven hogsheads of molasses warehoused and 

destroved by fire, may be remitted to them. 
By Mr. PUTNAM: ‘The petition of James A. Balls and 
|! forty others, of Batavia, New York, praying for thm reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage, that postage be prepaid, and for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. Also, the like peti- 
tion of T. R. Chipman aud one hundred and fifty others, of 
|, Le Roy, New York. 
| By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts: The petition of 
|| Asenath Sanford and eighty-eight other women of America, 

praying Congress to devise such measures as may come 
|| legitimately within their province, to prevent the further 
|| extension of American slavery, &c. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Josiah Evans and 

one hundred and five others, citizens of Germantown, 
|| Pennsylvania, asking that Congress shall take immediate 
|| measures to abolish slavery and the slave traffic in the Dia- 
| trict of Columbia, and to prohibit the extension of slavery 

into territory belonging to the United States. 


\| IN SENATE, 

\| Monpay, February 26, 1849. 

|| Mr. SPRUANCE presented the credentials of 

|| the Hon. Joun Wares, elected a Senator of the 

| United States for the residue of the unexpired term 

|| of the Hon. Joun M. Crayron, who has resigned 
his seat. 


| The credentials having been read, Mr. Wares 
| was qualified and took his seat. 


RECONSIDERATION, 

|| Mr. BENTON requested some Senator to move 
|, a reconsideration of the vote by which the follow- 
|: ing resolution was, during his absence, agreed to 
| on Saturday: 


|| Resolved, That the resolution of the Senate of the 1ith of 
August, 1848, directing the Secretary of the Senate to con- 
| tract with the publishers of the two principal newspapers in 


| 
} 
| 


|| this city for reporting and publishing the debates and pro- | 


| the adoption of this resolution, from any contract which has 

or may hereafter be made in pursuance of said resolution, 
|, the publication of revised speeches, a report of which has 
| once been published; and also to exclude from the report 
|, Of the proceedings of the Senate messages and reports from 


|| ceedings of the Senate be so modified as to exclude, after 
{ 
| 


|| whom he has entered into contracts of these limitations and 


| modifications of said resolution. 


|| sidered; and the motion lies over. 


was taken, and the motion, by ayes 85, noes not | VACANCY IN COMMITTEE. 


counted, was agreed to. 
TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT IN CALIFORNIA. 


¢ Whole on the state of the Union, and took up | Crayton, be filled 
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— the House resolved itself into Committee of | caused by the —— of the Hon. Joun M. | 





| that the vacancy in the Committee on Finance, 


y the Vice President. 


| executive officers of the Government and from committees | 
|| of the Senate ; and that the Secretary notify the persons with | 


|| Mr. NILES then moved that the vote be recon- i 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, it was ordered | 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


New Series..... No. 33. 


The VICE PRESIDENT then appointed Mr. 

Wenssrer to fill the vacancy. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from 
Edwin Williams, asking the patronage of the Gov- 
ernment for a work prepared by him containing a 
compilation of the messages of the Presidents of 
the United States, and other public documents, 
from the formation of the General Government in 
1789 to the present time; which was referred-to 
the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from 
William K. Ashard, asking compensation for the 
use by the United States of his invention of a can- 
non lock and primer; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from a number of 
citizens of Utica, asking for the construction ofa 
railroad from Lake Michigan to San Francisco, on 
the plan of Dr. Hartwell Carver and his associates; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from fifty citizens 
of Toledo, Ohio, asking for the establishment of a 
reciprocal free trade with Canada; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from Charles 
Wilkes, praying to be indemnified for expenses 
incurred in defending suits insutated against him 
on account of certain official acts while in com- 
mand of the Exploring Expedition, and for the 
extra pay allowed to all the officers for the scien- 
tific duty performed during the expedition; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
RESOLUTION OF THE STATE OF NEW JER- 

SEY. 

Mr. MILLER presented resolutions adopted by 
the Legislature of the State of New Jersey, in favor 
of a light-+house at the mouth of Maurice river, and 
of beacon-lights in Newark Bay; which were laid 
on the table. s 

CLERKS’ PROVIDENT ASSOCIATION. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, from the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia, reported a bill 
amendatory of an act entitled '* An act to incorpo- 
rate the Provident Association of Clerks in the 
Civil Department of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, in the District ef Columbia,”’ approved 
3d March, 1825, without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, the 
Senate proceeded to the coneideration of this bill, 
and it was read a third time and passed. 

SEVENTH CENSUS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Commit- 
tee on the Census, reported a bill to provide for 
the taking of the seventh census, or enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the United States; which waa 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the bill be 
now considered; but objection being made, the 
motion did not prevail. 

On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the bill was 
ordered to be printed. 

HOUSE BILLS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
|, mittee on Pensions, to which was referred the 
\\ following House bills, viz: for the relief of John 
McIntosh, William Lynch, Horatio Fitch, John 
Gawney, and Wm. Whitaker, reported back the 
same without amendment, and recommended their 
|, passage. 

RELIEF TO DISTRESSED VESSELS. 

|| _ A joint resolution from the House in relation to 
'| foreign officers or seamen who shall render relief 
to American vessels in distress, was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

REGISTERS’ AND RECEIVERS’ COMPENSA- 
i TION. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize the aliowancé 
of compensation to the registers and receivers of 
| the several land offices of the United States for 
locating military bounty land warrants, Choctaw 
‘| land scrip, and for other purposes, 
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On motion of Mr. WALKER, the prior orders 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider this bill. 

The bill was then amended on motion of Mr. 
BORLAND, and was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, ‘That the rules of the Senate be so far amended 
that for the residue of the present session a vote to lay an 
amendment upon the table shall not carry with it the bill or 
resolution proposed to be amended. 

Mr. ATHERTON submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resoived, That on this day, and each succeeding day 
during the present session, the Senate will take a recess 


from four o'clock p. im. until six p. m. 
PAY DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. 

On motion of Mr. DIX, the prior orders were 
postponed, and the Senate proceeded to consider 
the bill concerning the Pay department of the army. 

The Committee on Military Affairs had reported 
the bill, with amendments, which were designed 
aa substitutes for the several sections of the bill, 
the object of which, in part, was to reduce the 
number of paymasters from forty to twenty-five. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

On mation of Mr. DIX, the first section was 
amended by the insertion of words clearly defining 


the rank of the paymasier general to be that of 


colonel}. 

Mr. YULEE moved to amend the last section, 
which provides for retaining a paymaster general, 
two deputy paymasters general, now in commis- 
sion, the fifteen paymasters who were in service 
under the acts in force at the commencement of the 
war with Mexico, and ten paymasters, [to be se- 
lected from the additional paymasters now in ser- 
vice, and the thirteen paymasters authorized by 
the acts of [7th June, 1846, and the 3d March, 1847,]} 
by striking out the words p! iced within brackets, 
and to insert in lien thereof the words “ to be ap- 
pointed by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate.’’ He stated that, in his opinion, the effect 
of the provisions of the bill would be to increase 
rather than reduce the number of the paymasters. 
As it stood, ther e of selection was limited toa 
particular class; we. as the amendment which he 
offered would enlarge the sphere of choice to the 
extent of the Union. 

Mr. DIX explained the object of the amendment 
which he had offered, stating that the effect was, in 
fact, to make a reduction of the number of paymas- 
ters; and that fifteen of those who were retained 
were old officers, while the remaining ten were to 
be selected from those who had served through the 
war with Mexico, and would thus enable the Pres- 
ident, with the inforMation he could obtain from 
the Paymaster General, to make a selection from 
those who had had experience, and had proved 
themsel vesefficient. He was opposed to the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Florida, as it 
would throw ail these appointments open to general 
competition. 

Mr. YULEE repeated that he did not consider 
the effect of the bil was to reduce the number of 
paymasters, but that it would be in fact an increase. 
‘The number of paymasters upon the permanent 
Jist authorized by existing laws was fifteen, and it 
was proposed to increase them to twenty-five. A 
portion of the temporary officers appointed to serve 
during the war had already gone out of office, and 
others would go out on the 4th of March. It was 
proposed to appoint the new officers from those 
who had been this temporary service. He 
thought there was no special reason why these 
persons should be preferred to all other citizens of 
the Union. Nor did he consider it competent to 
the legislative department to restrict the Executive 
to any particular class of persons who have no ex- 
isting connection with the service. It may be that 
it is advisable to select the new appointments from 
those who have had experience in the service, so 
fur as it can be done consistently with other proper 
considerations, and under the amendment proposed 
by himself the President would be able to make 
selections from the class indicated in the bill, if he 
chose. He thought they had no power under the 
Constitution to limit and restrict the President in 
this manner. The prerogative was conferred on 
the President to appoint officers. While Congress 
might create the offices, it belonged to the President 
to fill them in the manner pointed out by the Con- 
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stitution, and Congress could not, in his opinion, 
restrict his powers. If there were more officers in 


the service than were necessary, they might say | 


how the reduction should be made; but some of 
the class mentioned in this bill being, as he under- 
stood, now out of service, it was no more proper 
to require a selection to be made from them than 
to require that they shold be made from the State 
of New York or Virginia. 
as well be directed to make his selection of an offi- 
cer from the State of Maryland as to select one 


because he has been a paymaster formerly. They | 


might as well direct him to confine himself to any 
particular locality, or any particular class other 


than military, as to restrict him in the manner here | 


proposed. Thinking, therefore, there was no pro- 
priety in limiting or restricting the President, he 
proposed to give him the right to select not only 


from these officers, but also from all other citizens. | 


Mr. DIX further explained his amendment, in 
order to correct what he thought a misapprehen- 


sion on the partof the Senator from Florida. There | 


were fifteen paymasters at the commencement of 
the war, and every one from whom the selection 
is to be made were now in service, excepting such 
as have died or resigned. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended, ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, and was subsequently read a third time by 
unanimous consent and passed. 

SWAMP LANDS. 

The bill from the House to aid the State of 
Louisiana in reclaiming the swamp lands therein, 
was read a first and second time. 


Mr. DICKINSON said the bill before the Sen- | 


ate was one of considerable importance, and he 
hoped some explanation of it would be given. 

Mr. DOWNS explained. He said the Senate 
was in possession of a report of the committee of 
the House of Representatives by Mr. Bropneap, 
in which the merits of this bill were set forth. 
From that document Senators would see that these 
lands were of very little value in their present con- 
dition, but that their reclamation would benefit the 
general treasury, as it would bring lands into the 
mark@ which were now unsalable, and benefit the 
ceneral health of the people in that portion of the 
State where these swamp lands lie, 

Mr. NILES argued that this bill required great 
consideration, perhaps more than could be now 
given to it, and that Senators should be in posses- 
sion of further information before they finally dis- 

vosed of it. 

Mr. FOOTE read some of the provisions of the 
bill, and then said that they explained themselves. 
The object was to reclaim certain swamp lands 


which were now utterly worthless, and no injury | 


could result to the United States by transferring 


them to the State of Louisiana for the purpose of 


being reclaimed and made valuable. As the lands 
now lay they were eenerative of noxious influences 
which were injurious to human health, and a stand- 
ing nuisance to that part of the country. This was 
a case which did not admit of extended discussion, 
and he hoped that there would be no unnecessary 
delay. It had been thoroughly examined by the 
House of Representatives, whose committee had 
made an elaborate report, to which he begged to 
refer honorable Senators. Pass this bill and these 
lands would be not only advantageous to Louisiana, 
but to the whole country. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, entered into an 
explanation of the position of these lands, the ac- 
tion of Congress heretofore on tie subject, and the 


means taken and expense incurred by the State of || 
Louisiana in relation to them, and expressed a | 


hope that the Senate would promptly pass this bill. 
Mr. BORLAND also urged the passage of the 


bill. He said these lands in their present condition | 


were not only valueless but injurious; they were 
prolific of disease, and inflicted a curse on Louisi- 


ana, and to remove this prolific source of disease | 


this bill was prepared. 
at some length that the reclamation of these lands 


would make them valuable to the general treasury, , 


and he hoped the bill would be passed. 

Mr. DOWNS adduced some additional facts to 
show the necessity of passing the bill. 

Mr. NILES objected that the lands were not 
defined with sufficient clearness. It was not shown 
that the overflowed lands only were to be taken, 


and hence further inquiry was necessary; he moved , 


therefore the recommittal of the bill to the Com- 





The President might | 


He repeated the argument 
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mittee on aie 
this bill a ike ons Te end ne, Povey which 

prop was new, and they should w, 
understand what they were about. _— 
Mr. DOWNS showed, from the 

the bill, that there was no uncertainty about t} 

and therefore that they were not subject to the ot” 

| jection of the Senator from Connecticut. Aas 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, spoke ir 

tion to the reference. He said the bill had bee 

| duly considered by Congress, and it only affected 
| lands which were now unfit for cultivation. 

_ Mr. BELL pointed to the great expense already 

incurred by the State of Louisiana in the €rectioy 

|| of levees on the banks of the Mississippi, and then 

argued that this bill should pass. He admitted 
that its passage would greatly benefit Louisiana 
but it would also result in great profit to the United 
|| States. 

Mr. BORLAND, in reply to the objection that 

| these lands were not described with sufficient ex. 

actness, proceeded to show that the terms used 
were not vague, but were well understood jn the 
| land office. ; 

The question was then taken on the motion to 

_referyand it was rejected. 

\| The bill was then reported to the Senate, ordered 

| fo be engrossed and read a third time, and was aub- 
sequently read a third time and passed, 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bil} 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
service of the United States, for the yeur ending 
30th June, 1850, as in Committee of the Whole. - 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Day. 

| Ton to amend the amendment submitted by Mr, 
W aLtker— 
Mr. DAYTON modified his amendment. 
|| Mr. DOUGLAS, who was entitled to the floor, 
|, declined speaking in consequence of the want of 
time for a proper discussion. 

The question was then about to be taken, when 
, Mr. DOWNS addressed the Senate at some 
ength. 

Mr. BELL made some explanations for the 
purpose of correcting some misapprehensions of his 
remarks on a former day. 

Mr. BERRIEN replied in explanation, and in 
reference to the character of the arngendment. 

Mr. DAYTON also replied. 

Mr. FOOTE said a few words. 

Other explanations were made by Mr. BELL, 
Mr. BERRIEN, and Mr. DAYTON. 

The debate was continued by Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD and Mr. DOWNS. 

The Senate then took a recess until 6 o'clock. 


provisions of 


n Opposgi. 


i 


| 


RECESS—SIX 0’CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a resolu- 
tion from the Legislature of that State, opposing 
the extension of slavery in the Territories of New 
Mexico and California; which was read, and or- 
| dered to be printed. 

POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The bill making appropriation for the Post Office 
Department was read by its title, and refered to 
the Committee on Finance. 

THE NEW TERRITORIES. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year ending June 30, 1850; 
the question pending being upon Mr. Dayron’s 
amendment to the amendment heretofore submitted 

| by Mr. Water. - 

The debate was continued by Messrs. HUN- 
TER, and DAYTON, BERRIEN, NILES, and 
| WESTCOTTP. : 
| The question was then taken on Mr. Dayton s 

amendment to Mr. Watker’s amendment, and it 
_ was rejected, as follows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Allen, Atherton, Cameron, Dayton, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Hamlin, and Mangam—®. 
|| NAYS— Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Clarke, Corwin, 
| Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dix, Doug!as, Downs, Felch, Fitzgerald, Fitzpatrick, Foote, 
Greene, Hale, Hannegau, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of 
| Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, Jones, 
| King, Mason, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Spru- 
‘| ance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Uphain, Wales, 


|| Walker, Webster, Westcott, and Yulee—47. 


The question then recurred on Mr. Watker’s 
amendment. 
|| __ Mr. BERRIEN suggested a modification, which 
i) Mr. WALKER accepted, but its precise terms 
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could oa be obtained. They will be given with 
the debate thereon. 


a 








THE C 


i 


i} 


Mr. BALDWIN having briefly addressed the | 


ate on the general question— 


UNDERWOOD moved 


Sen 


Mr. the 


to amend 


| at these minor courts. 


amendment by striking out the words “ west of || 


he Rio Grande,”’ and inserting “‘ territory” instead 
‘ . 
of territories.” 


* Mr. HOUSTON, Mr. RUSK, and Mr. WEB- 


sTER, briefly addressed the Senate on this amend- | 


ment. 


The amendment to the amendment was not | 


agreed to. 


“The question recurred on Mr. Wacker’s amend- | 


ment, and it was agreed to, as follows: 


yeAs—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Butler, | 


pavis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of Lowa, Dougtas, 


Hawns, Pitegerald, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Hannegan, Houston, | 
Hants r, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, | 


Manguin, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Sturgeon, ‘Tarney, Un- 
gerwood, Walker, Westcott, and Yulee—29. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, Brad- 
doy, Bright, Cameron, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Dayton, Dix, Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Johnsen ot Maryland, Jones, Milier, Niles, 


pearce, Phelps, Spruance, Upham, Wales, and Webster— | 
= 


~ And the Senate having disposed of the question 
so far as related to the new Territories, (a full 


report of which will be found in the Appendix)— | 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the bill was 


amended by the insertion of an item to enable the | 
Secretary of War to pay the balance of the esti- | 


mated cost of the buildings of the Choctaw Acad- 
emy to Col. R. M. Johnson, of Ky., $6,000. 


Mr. YULEE offered the following amendment: 
ind be it further enacted, That the President be authorized, 
whenever itis shewn that the State of Fiorida has provided 
by law for the safe-Keeping of the archives lately in the cus- 


toly of the Keepers of archives at St. Augustine and Pen- | 
sacola, ifin his diseretion advisable, to transfer the same to | 


the authorized agent ef said State. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. MANGUM offered the following, which 
were agreed to: 

For the outfit of a minister to the Germanic Confederation, 
£4,000. 


For one year’s salary for the said minister, 39,000. 


For one year’s salary for a secretary of legation to the | 


said mission, $2,008, 


Mr. MANGUM further moved to amend by 


insertingan item for Abraham Rencher, late chargé | 


d'affaires to Portugal, such sum as the Secretary of 
Sate, upon adjusting his claim, shall allow for his 
unavoidable detention abroad from 2d of January, 
ins, to the 16th of September following, provided 


such sum shall not exceed the rate of his official | 


sulary. 

Avreed to. 

Mr. MANGUM moved further to amend by the 
useition of the following: 


For outfit for a minister to the Government of Chili, $9,000. 
For salary of said minister, $9,000. 


Mr. MANGUM, in support of his amendme®, | 
sid: Mr. President, it is known to the Senate that | 
itis the established usage of this Government to | 
send a minister of equal, dignity to any foreign | 


Government whatever. From Chili we have a 


minister plenipotentiary; we have provided only | 


fora chargé d’affaires. And it seems to me that 


if, with the strongest Governments of Europe, we | 


reciprocate in this spirit of equality, we ought not 
to withhold the same reciprocity from these re- 
publics of th@southern hemisphere. 

Mr. KING. We have no information before the 
Committee on Foreign Relations on the subject 
of sending a minister to Chili. I hope, therefore, 
that the honorable gentleman will not press this 
matter at present. Chili, at best, is not a very 
important position, and the subject can be brought 
forward at some other time. I cannot vote at this 
time for anything that will increase the expense of 
our diplomatic corps. I have come to the conclu- 
sion in my own mind, after some little experience 
and a careful consideration of the whole subject, that 


itis much better that we should not have ministers | 
of the highest grade at minor courts. I think that, | 


if we would keep up our ministers at the principal 
courts of Europe, and have chargés and consuls in 
the minor places generally, where chargés are best 
for the Government, we should save as much in 
the aggregate expense for diplomatic intercourse 
with the nations of the earth as would enable us to 
Merease the salaries of our ministers at London, 

aris, and St. Petersburg, who are not now re- 
ceiving salaries adequate to the ordinary expenses 
necessarily incurred at those places, as every gen- 


| who is now our chargé at Chili. 


j 


tleman knows. I think the best course, therefore, 
is not to raise the grade of our diplomatic agents | 
Leave them as they are at 
present, in order that we may take up the whole 
subject at some future day, and fix the salaries in 
accordance with the expenses necessarily incurred 
by our diplomatic agents in the courts to which 
they are sent. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I have an objec- 
tion to this amendment, which js rather peculiar, 
but very cogent indeed. It seems to me—although 
I am sure it cannot be so intended—that if this 
amendment be adopted, it will so operate as to dis- 
place the very worthy and accomplished gentleman 
I know, sir, that 


| the President elect will go into office upon such 


tinguished citizen of Kentucky, at the city of Pitts- 
burg, and by others, as to make it impossible that 
he can ever recall such an individual unless some 
act of malconduct occurs, which is not by any 
means to be expected. And therefore I will not 
speculate upon the policy of postponing any action 
of this kind until he shall be recalled; but I bee 
leave to intimate that, in my judgment, it would be 


pledges, solemnly given by himself and by a dis- 


| more politic for us to defer any legislation of this 


kind until that distinguished personage shall, if he 


| feel inclined to do so, return to the United States, 


so that he may be counseled with in regard to the 
policy of converting this chargéship into a higher 
grade. 

Mr. President, I think that the amendment must 
certainly operate proscriptively, although I believe 
it is not so intended—it cannot be so intended—in 
good faith itcould not be so intended; but that it will 
so operate, that we shall be responsible for having 
so acted, especially after the unavoidable conse- 
quences are now so clearly pointed out, I feel per- 
fectly satisfied. I must, therefore, vote against the 
amendment. ’ 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Mr. President, I shall vote 
for this amendment, because I believe that the pros- 
pect (if we can settle the exciting question of sla- 
very) of the importance of the American interests 
on the Pacific, and the rapidly-increasing import- 
ance of Chili, require that we should have min- 
ister in Chili pf as high a grade as at the Court of 
Great Britain or Russia, or anywhere else; and 
I would rather give $9,000 to a minister there than 
such sum to a minister to the royal courts of Eu- 
rope. Iam in favor of encouraging these republics 
by giving them the highest grade of diplomatic 
agents. If others prefer the courts of Europe—the 
crowned heads of Europe—I make no objection; 
but,as for myself, I preferthese republics. Inshort, 
I believe we would do just as well not to send a 
minister to any country that had not a republican 
form of government. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, 1 think that, 
in arranging these matters—in which | confess I 
have not had the experience of other members— 
there is a propriety in conceding to these new Gov- 
ernments that degree of respect which they are 
inclined to concede to us. For my part, I wish to 
cultivate friendly relations, and relations full of 
respect, with all the new Governments of this con- 
tinent. The Republic of Chili, at this moment, I 
believe, may be considered one of the best settled 
and most respectable, if not the very best settled 
and most respectable, of ail those free Governments 
that have grown up out of the dismemberment of 
Spanish authority and dominion in South Amer- 
ica. 

The augmentation of expense between main- 
taining a chargé d’affaires and a minister in sucha 
case in not important; and | am disposed, there- 
fore, to support the proposition to raise the diplo- 
matic officer from this country to Chili to the rank 
of minister. In saying this I look to no particular 
form of Executive recommendation or of Execu- 
tive action on this subject, nor towards the gen- 
tleman who now represents us at that court in the 
character of a chargé d’affaires. Under this ap- 
propriation, if it pass, it will be in the discretion 
of the President to raise him to the post of minister, 
It is said that it will lead to his recall: 1 do not 
know that. And it is said that it is only through | 
this, and not otherwise, that he can be recalled: J 
do not know that. 

Mr.FOOTE. Mr. President, I did net say that 
the alophor of this amendment would lead to the |: 
recall of our present chargé d’affairey at the Chilian | 
court. On thecontrary,! said the’ his recall would || 


be impossible, except through some failure on his |! 
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| manner proposed. 


' part, not by any means expected by me. Butif 
I ; k ) 


this amendment be adopted, it will amount te actual 
proscription. I take tt for granted, that without a 
reappointment, he could not be a full minister, and 
his reappointment is not to be expected. 

Mr. WEBSTER. What 1 meant to say was, 
that although a recall might be in the discretion of 
the President of the United States, death and res- 
ignation are not in his discretion. | did not know, 
until L inquired here, who was our representative 
at the court of Chill, nor what his poliucs are. 
All I mean to say is, that after the adoption of 
this amendment, it would be no more nor any less 
in the discretion of the President to recall this in- 
dividual than it now is. But, at any rate, a recall 
is not the only exigency. It may be the pleasure 
of the gentleman to return to this country. [t may 
be the pleasure of Providence to call him hence. 
I think we should view these things ina general 
light. We must consider, upon the whole, wheth- 
er, when one of the republics of this continent sees 
fit to cause itself to be represented here by a min- 
ister of a certain grade, it is not a violation of 
courtesy and respect to meet that proposition by 
sending to them a minister of inferior grade. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, although I am 
pleased to listen to the honorable Senator's reflee- 
tions, whose extensive experience in such matters 


| eminently qualify him to advise us on this occa- 


sion, yet I must beg leave to say, that it is nota 
fact that it has always been the case, nor even 
usual, with the United States, to proportion the 
grade of the minister sent by us to foreign courts, 
by the grade of the minister maintained here. 

Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) Not always, 

Mr. FOOTE. It has not been usual nor uniform 
to send a minister of equal rank to the one main- 
tained here, nor has it been made, so far as | know, 
a ground of complaint at foreign courts. That 
being the case, the reason so emphatically urged 
by the Senator, it seems to me, fails to be effectnal 
for the settlement of this matter. 

Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) 
frequently. 

Mr. FOOTE. I may be in error upon this 
point. I confess that I have not examined it; and 
if I can be instructed, my objgetion would be, in 
some degree, if not entirely, Wbviated. I appeal 
to the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, 
who I know is informed on the matter, and will 
give mea direct response, whether itis not the fact, 
as [| have said, that if we legislate at the present 
moment in the manner proposed—if we raise the 
grade of this appointment—whether the effect of 
our legislation will not be that a new appointment 
will have to be made, that the present chargé there 
will have to be recognized in the new character of 
minister, before he would be entitled to act in that 
capacity ? 

Mr. WEBSTER, (still in his seat.) Yes. 

Mr. FOOTE, If that be the fact, there must be 
a reappointment, and his reappointment is not to 
be expected under the present condition of things. 
I feel bound to be frank upon this occasion, be- 
cause not only the general views which I entertain 
are involved, but my feelings are somewhat neces- 
sarily embarked in the matter, as the gentleman 
who at the present time is our chargé at Chili isa 
gentleman whom I have known from early boy- 
hood, with whom [ have intimately associated in 
the western country; a gentleman known to the 
nation at large as a man of extensive and extraor- 
dinary abilities—known especially in this city as 
an able jurist, and asa faithful public officer. It 
is also a notorious fact here that he is almost 
entirely worn out in the public service, and was 
sent to that distant country for the purpose of re- 
cruiting his health. Under such circumstances, 
the effect of such legislation as this would be to 
displace the individual, so as to make it necessary 
for the President elect to make a renomination, 
which I do not expect at his hands. | do not ex- 
pect proscription in its ordinary forms from the 
incoming Administration. I cannot possibly ex- 
pect or suspect it, until some such event shall 
occur as is now proposed. This being my view 
of the matter, I am unwilling to legislate in the 
I have as much respect for the 
republics of South America as others. I think 
we have no reason to suppose, at the present time, 
that the Government of Chili will take any offence 
if we do not raise the grade of our diplomatic 
agent at that court. bax 

But I must say again, in the 
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frankness, that I confidently hope that all the 
pledges which have been so explicitly given by the 
incoming Administration upon this important sub- 
ject will be strictly and faithfully complied with. 
1 am by no means willing, as one of the opposite 
party, to afford a plausible pretext for their not 
complying with the spirit of them. That this 
oon be supplying a plausible pretext 1s certain, 
for it may be said, What was done in the case? 
This is not proscription, surely. The officer was 
not recalled. There was no displacement of a 
worthy man in order to make way for a successor 
of different politics, by any means. ‘The President 
was simply ealled upon to determine who was 
most worthy of this new appointment; and he de- 
termined that the individual already there was not 
evtted for it as another. 


so well This is my view 
of the matter. [ therefore feel bound to vote against 
the amendment. And I am sure, if the Senate 


knew the very worthy gentleman who is there 
now, and would have been continued there, they 
would vote against the amendment. 

The eentlemen upon the other side of the Cham- 
ber are certainly informed in regard to this mat- 
ter. They have had an opportunity of conferring 
with a certain distinguished personage in this city, 
and have, perhaps, had an opportunity to learn his 
views upon this particular proposition—a propo- 
sition certainly expected to come under our con- 
rideration at the present time. And if honorable 
gentlemen have not conferred with each other and 
with this distinguished individual, | think they 
have neglected, to some extent, the interests of 
their porty. I therefore think there has been 
romething done; that there have been some pa- 
triotic consultations held upon this subject. If that 
is the case, and if honorable gentlemen, who come 
here at the present time fully prepared to act upon 
this subject, ean assure me that my friend who is 
there now shall be continued, I will vote for the 
amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I will take the 
liberty of asking the honorable gentleman who pro- 
pos s this amendment if he can tell the Senate how 
many full missions are to be proposed? It is but 
fair that when [ vote for this, lL should know how 
many [am to vote for. 

Mr. MANGI None atall. And if the hon- 
erable contieman will permit, [ will remark that it 
has never occurred to me who occupied the position 
of chargé d’aifaires at Chili. And as for consult- 
ation, there has never been any. I do not know 
the President clect. I have never seen him in all 
my life. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, then I will merely 
say this to my friend: that he is not thoroughly 
informed upon this matter, and if he had been, | 
am sure he would not have brought it forward. 

Mr. MANGUM. LU think I am sufficiently in- 
formed upon the subject. Ll only know that it is 
the usege of this Government, when any foreign 
Government sends to us a minister of a particular 
character, to reciprocate. [tis not universal. It 
is Sometimes inconvenient, but it is usual; and I 
will sexy to my friend from Alabama, [Mr. Kiva,] 
that it ts now more than twenty years since I pro- 
posed to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means in the other House to pay a salary of 
from fifteen to twenty thousand dollars to our min- 
isters at all the principal courts of Europe. I have 
not seen the day in twenty years that I would not 
have voted an increase of from fifty to seventy-five 
yer cent. upon the salaries of all our ministers. 1 
Mold a great republic like this—a republic increas- 
ing in wealth, in population, in all the resources 
of high civilization—to be untrue to herself when 
she sends abroad her representatives and does not 
support them in a manner equal to their position 
and rank. I therefore perfectly concur in the sug- 
gestion of the honorable Senator from Alabama. 
But, sir, let us decide this question. We have a 
full minister from Chili, which is the most import- 
ant of all the Governments upon the southern con- 
tinent of America. Valparaiso is the centre of all 
great commercial operations on the Pacific. Chili 
has the best established, and, perhaps, the best 
regulated Government of any of the South Ameri- 
ean States. And I think that, while we recipro- 
cate this equality with the monarchies, more are we 
called upon to reciprocate it towards the weaker 
States of our continent. 

Again: itis but a few years since that we raised 
our representative to the Chilian Government from 
a chargé d'affaires to a full minister, but it sunk 


ee 


down again. They now send us a full minister, | 


and I hold that we, who are at the head of the 
great confederacy of republics, should be the first 
to exhibit a just regard and respect for our sister 
republics, and encourage them in the career which 
they have marked out for themselves. But, sir, I 


hold, as I trust is the case everywhere throughout | 


the United States, except in this Chamber, that the 


Senate of the United States can understand some | 


things without talking about them all the time; and 


believing that, I leave this matter to their judgment. 
Mr. ATHERTON, 


Mr. President, 1 believe | 


there is no recommendation from the State Depart- | 


ment, nor do I understand that this amendment 
has been recommended by the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr. MANGUM. Yes, sir; it has been recom- 
mended by a majority of the committee. 

Mr. ATHERTON, 
friend from Alabama [Mr. Kine] that that is not 
the case. 

Mr. MANGUM. 
able Senator. There has been no formal report 
upon the matter, but it is the resolution and opin- 
ion of a majority of that committee; and if lam 


1 am informed by my | 


I will explain to the honor- | 


permitted to speak of committee affairs, it is the | 


opinion of three out of five of the members of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and perhaps of 
four of them. 

Mr. ATHERTON. What may be the individ- 
ual opinions of members of the committee | know 
not. Ido not now understand that the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina states that this sub- 
ject bas been reported upon or recommended by 
the committee. It is merely recommended by in- 
dividuals. Now, I trust that I am not guided by 
any parsimonious or improper motives in regard 
to the incoming Administration. 


It seems to me | 


| laughter. ] 
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the subject assures us that the salaries of the m; 

isters to these courts are actually unequal to stor 
theirexpenses. I consider this highly discredin ae 
to our Government, and I think it should be a 
edied immediately. I believe that the Saat 
Senator from Alabama, when he was a mies 
abroad, had not a very large family to take : - 
of, [laughteg,} and his expenses, therefore... 
have been much less than those of minist 
so unfortunately situated as himself. 
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Mr. KING. Mr. President, the honorable Sea. 
ator is not aware, perhaps, that the EXpenses of 
ministers at St. Petersburg are not so great asin 


_London and Paris. The object I had was, that 


that this bill provides very liberally in this respect. || 


It goes further than any appropriation bill has ever 
done before when a new Administration was com- 
ing into power. It provides for outfits for all min- 
isters abroad. It provides for the outfits for all 
the chargés of the Government everywhere. There 


has been no proposition from any Senator on this | 


side of the Chamber to strike out any of these 
provisions. But I do think that it is asking too 


much of us to request that we should make pro- | 


vision that the President may be enabled to turn 
out of office those who are now incumbents, and 
vote for this amendment which would require him 
to make another appointment, and thus afford a 
plausible pretext for discontinuing the worthy 
gentleman who is now acting in the capacity. of 


chargé at the court of Chili. By voting these ap- | 
propriations we have given our opponents an op- | 


portunity to displace all these officers, if they 
choose. But, sir, it seems to me to be too much 
to ask us to begin the work of displacement, by 
voting for a bill which requires the displacement 
of this officer. It does not seein to be a rule that 
we should send a full minister to every country 
that sends one here. I am not willing to go any 
further, especially as I just now voted for the out- 
fit and salary ofa minister to the Germanic States. 

Mr. FOOTE called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Bor- 
land, Builer, Cameron, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Dayton, Downs, Greene, Hale, Hannegan, Houston, 
Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Man- 
gum, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, 
Upham, Wales, Webster, and Westcott—30, 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Atherton, Bell, Bradbury, Bright, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge of lowa, Felch, 
Fitzgerald, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Hamlin, Johnson of Georgia, 
Jones, King, Mason, Niles, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, Underwood, 
Walker, and Yulee—24, 


Mr. KING moved to amend by inserting the fol- | 


lowing, which was agreed to: 

For compensation to Alexander Hammett, for hieservices 
as chargé d'affaires at Naples, from the 20th of May, 1847, to 
the 2ist of June, 1848, $4,875. 

Mr. DOWNS offered the following, which was 
agreed to: 

For additional compensation to the district judges of Loui- 
siana, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1848, S600, be- 
ing the deficiency of appropriation for that year, and #800 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1849, under the provisions 
of the Ist section of the act of 17th June, 1844. 

Mr. HALE offered an amendment to increase 
the compensation of our ministers to England, 
France, and Russia. 

And in explanation he said: I have proposed 
that amendment for the purpose of following out 


fixed at the exact sums he has named. 


the attention of the Senate should be called to this 
subject, and that the sglaries of our ministers to the 
principal courts of Europe should be graduated go 
as to give a fair compensation, according to the 
duty to be performed and the expenses of |ivino 
Itis very desirable that our ministers abroad shou j 
be enabled to live in such a style as becomes the 
representatives of a great nation. In London the 
expenses are enormous; in Paris they are less, and 
in St. Petersburg still less. ‘The expenses of a min. 
ister at St. Petersburg would be met, perhaps, by 
twelve thousand dollars; at Paris, probably at six. 
teen or seventeen thousand; and-at London not less 
than twenty thousand dollars; so that, I think, o: 
the present time, perhaps it would be as well to je: 
the matter go over, and let it be brought up here. 
after as an independent proposition, unconnected 
with this appropriation bill, in order that it may 
be examined, and the salaries of our ministers be 
fixed according to what is fair and just. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, | certainly have 
not any great information upon this subject, but | 
differ, with very great deference, from the honor. 
able Senator from Alabama. But I am willing to 
modify my amendment so that the salaries shall be 
I will 
therefore modify it so as to raise the salary of the 


| minister to Russia to twelve thousand dollars; that 


of the minister to France to sixteen thousand 
dollars; and that of the minister to England to 
twenty thousand dollars. That will be adding three 


/ thousand dollars to the salary of the minister to 


Russia, seven thousand to that of the minister to , 


| France, and eleven thousand to that of the minister 
| to England. In one single matter I differ, although 


with great diffidence and great reluctance, from 
the honorable Senator from Alabama; that is, if 
this thing be confessedly wrong, to let it go wrong 
a little longer. I think, when you find that you 


| are going wrong, the best thing you can do is to 


turn immediately around and go right. 

Mr. President, I will have the question divided, 
and taken on the increase of the salary to the min- 
ister to France first. 

The question being on adding seven thousand 
gollars to the salary of the minister to France— 

Mr. DICKINSON called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. DIX. Mr. President, before the vote ir 
taken on this amendment, I would like to ask what 
salary the French minister to this Government re- 
eeives ? 

Mr. HANNEGAN, (in his seat.) I believe it 
is fifteen thousand. 

Mr. DIX. I understand that he receives five or 
six thousand dollars. : 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, if it is ne- 
cessary that these salaries should be raised at all, 
it seems to me that the whole question should go 
to the appropriate committee, and the salaries 
should be graduated, so that we might know pre- 
cisely what we are doing, relatively as well as posi- 
tively. I intend, at this time, to vote against all 
this increase of salaries, because I apprehend there 


'isno more reason for raising them now than in 


days past, and because | think that, when it 1s 


done, it should be done correctly, and with a view 


to relative as well as positive justice. We are 


| going back to the days of economy, to the early and 


best days of the Republic, to the days of the first 
Presidents—at least that was the cry a few months 
singe—and we have started by proposing nearly to 


| double the salaries of our foreign ministers. 


the suggestion made by the honorable Senator | { é 
| from Alabama, (Mr. Kine,] whose experience on || now. But, since the subject is up, I feel co 


Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, this new 
proposition is one that 1 did not think would b 
introduced upon this occasion. I do not know, 
and will not undertake to say, whether, upon the 


whole, it is fit to be entertained and disposed of 
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that this is a portion, a part, of the regula- | 
ong respecting Our foreign intercourse that does 
Stal revision. We may talk of economy, and 
1 hope we shall practise enonomy, but l am not 
for that species of economy that restrains repre- 
gentatives of this Republic, when they go abroad, 
fom appearing In the character in which the repre- 
sentatives of other countries appear in this place. 

Mr. President, you have been abroad. Other | 
members of this body have been abroad in a public | 
capacity. 1 never have been and never shall be; 
put | know enough to know that the allowances 
made to our ministers at foreign courts are wholly | 
inadequate—yes, Sir, wholly inadequate to the | 
aintenance of & respectable character in public 
a gocial life. That I believe to be entirely wrong. 
The Senate understands that this whole matter de- 
nends upon the provisions made sixty years ago, 
when the expenses of living, either at home or 
abroad, were certainly not more than half what 
they now are. It stands as it stood in the time of | 
Washington, upon the foundation of the statute | 
which says, “The Presidentmay make such allow- 
ances as he thinks fit, not exceeding nine thousand 
dollars.”’ Has not the whole world changed? ‘The | 
honorable Senator from New York [Mr. Dix} has | 
asked, what is supposed to be the salary of the || 
French minister here? Is Washington Paris? Is 
lifeand the maintenance of the respectability of life 
as expensive in Washington as in Paris? Sir, 
though never employed in foreign service, and cer- 
inly never expecting to be, | must state what I 
know to have occurred in one of the capitals of 
Europe, to a very respectable gentleman who was 
there representing this country—every way honor- | 
avle and worthy to carry the commission of his 
country; but restricted by the narrow means which 
his country afforded him, and not being a gentle- 
man of fortune, he could not appear in public soci- 
ey, oron public occasions in the country where 
he was, as others appeared. He once heard this 
saying at some place where it was his official duty 
to be—when the party were retiring and the car- 
riazes were called for, and the carriage of the Amer- 
ican minister was called for—* What carriage is 
that?’ was asked. The reply was—no gentleman 
sid it, no man of respectability said it, but the || 
coachmen and hackmen all called out— The poor- | 
est carriage here to-night.” 

Mr. DICKLNSON, (in his seat.) So much the | 
better. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Ido not think so. If that || 
is economy and republicanism, then so far I am | 
no economist, and | am no republican. That is | 
not mv sentiment. Ido not wish to see the rep- 
resentative of this Republic abroad restrained from 
the enjoyment of that social intercourse, and the | 
maintenance of that private respectability which be- | 
comes a gentleman. I have no sympathy for that 
wrt of economy and that sort of republicanism 
which consists in merely denying money to those 
who represent you, and who wish to represent | 
yourespectably. Thatis my judgment upon these 
matters. 

Sir, we know that this allowance, as it now 
stands, and as it has stood since the days of Gen- | 
eral Washington, was very much assailed and very 
much complained of by respectable persons, and | 
by one very worthy gentleman in particular, who 
Was some twenty or thirty years afterwards sent 
abroad in a public capacity. And it was as long || 
egoas when I was in the House of Representa- || 
tves that he asked me if I would not support a 
proposition to raise the salaries of our foreign min- 
isters to fifteen thousand dollars? And it is said 
that this very gentleman, who was a very worthy 
and now a most venerable person, and who is now 
one of the oldest public servants of the country still 
alive, could not sustain himself with reputation 
upon the allowance of the Government at the court 
to which he was sent. 1 said, with all my heart. 
And | was perhaps a little malicious. I was mis- 
chievous enough to say that I would be quite 
obliged to that venerable gentleman—not so ven- 
trable then as now—if he would now give me suffi- 
cient facts by which I can answer his pamphlets 
against the expensiveness of General Washing- 
ton’s administration. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Mr. President, I am not 
going to make a speech, by any means. I| merely || 
Wish to state what I once heard General Jackson || 
say, in speaking on this very subject. I once || 

that illustrious man talking about the ex- | | 
penses of foreign ministers, their salaries, &c., | 





Te 


| 
| 
' 
} 


\ philosopher. 


| necessity for this increase of salaries. 


|| economy. 


| and he used these words: He said that ** Old Ben 


* Franklin, with his Quaker hat, shad-bellied coat, 


and blue yarn stockings, [laughter,] commanded 
more respect for himself and for the character of 
this country than all the other foreign ministers 
we have ever had.’’ Now, sir, that was su; even 
all the girls in Paris were running after the old 
{Renewed laughter. | 

Mr. WEBSYVER. What salary did Franklin 
receive? 


Mr. WESTCOTT. 


‘ 
‘ 
o 
‘ 


A very indiferent sum, | 


| believe; just enough to pay his expenses. 


Mr. WEBSTER. IL veg your pardon, sir. His 
expenses were aliowed him: Vy Congress. tHe kept 
his own accounts, and his expenses were paid, 
whatever they were. 

Mr. WESrCOrr. Mr. President, I see no 
hese men 
go to these courts to do business, and not to ex- 


pend money in giving parues and mingling tn | 


society. 
Mr. WEBSTER. 


Will the Senator inform me 


| what he supposes Dr. Franklin was paid when in 


Kurope? 

Mr. WESTCOTT. 
not make mouey. 

Mr. KiNG. I will tell the honorable Senator. 


1 do not know, but he did 
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foreign countries. I think we shall accomplish 
that object far more directly and with far more cer- 
tainty by paying more attention to the selection of 
the men who are appointed to those places. I sup- 
pose it is in Europe as here, that men are expected 
io live in a style comporting with their known 
means of life; and I suppose that, inasmuch as it 
is universally Known that American ministers rep- 
resent a plain republican people, and that they are 
limited in their compensations to nine thousand 
dollars per annum, no sensible man, representing 
any great nation, no matter where such minister 
may reside, will expect an American minister, 
under such circumstances, to indulge in all the ex- 
travagance which is exhibited by the representa- 
tive of sovereignty, who pay largely, in order to 
manifest in some degree their magnificence and 
grandeur by the style of life which their ministers 
lead. Now, sir, it is a universal truth, without one 
solitary exception anywhere, that public function- 





ttt 


| aries should always live up to the salary which 


Dr. Frankhn received twelve thousand dollars a | 


year with hos Quaker hat. [Great laughter. } 


Mr. WESTCOL'T. | never heard of Ur. Frank- | 


| lin’s making any great display among the aristoc- 


racy of Europe; nor do 1 now care to have our | 


ministers vie with the aristocrats of the Eastern 
Continent in expenditure and extravagance. 1 wan 


an American minister to go there as the lawyer of | 


this Republic, as our agent; and | want him to 


The sal- 


is not congenial with our institutions, and | cannot 
vote for it. lam willing to make France an ex- 
ception, and vote to increase the salary of our 
minister to that court, and because it 18 a republic, 
and in my opinion, therefore, outranks ail tne rest. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, lam one of the 


few on this side of the House who are in favor of 


the proposition of the houorabie Sendtor from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Have.) | have had the concur- 
rent testumony, lL believe, of every foreign minister 
with whom | have conversed on tuis subject. Gen- 
eral Cass, my honorable friend in the chair, [Mr. 
Dauias,| and Mr. Legare have all coricurred in 
bearing tesumony to the fact that our ministers 
abroad have been subjected to mortificauon that no 
representative of a country, and especiaily such a 
great and powerful country as this, should ever be 
subjected to. ‘They have been subjected to this 
mortification on account of the inadequacy of the 


|, appropriations made for their support. Now, | do 


not say that every representative abroad should be 


in all respects a peer, and equal in dignity and | 
wealth with the ministers of the governments of 


Europe; but I never would place him in a situauon 


‘| in which he would be subjected to reproach and 


to the sneers of his contemporaries, on account of 
his inability to maintain a respectable position in 
that society in which his duties placed him. 
would | make this an office for a minister to go 
abroad for one year to take the vutfit and the 
salary, and come back. 
office that we could keep a resident minister abroad 
for at least more than one year, without subjecting 
himself to mortification, not by comparison, but 
by contrast with those similarly situated with him- 
self. It is not right, and | have never heard a 


foreign ambassador come home but who gave the | 


same testimony. All persons who have been 
abroad concur in this. lam no aristocrat at all; 
but, however parsimonious | might be with regard 
to myself, when | send others abroad, making 
them representatives in some measure of my coun- 
try, they should not be placed in a situation to be 
mortified on account of the want of a few doliars 
to enable them to live in a style comporting with 
the dignity of their station. | shall vote, therefore, 
for this amendment with great pleasure. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, | shall vote against 
this amendment, the object of which is to increase 
the respectability of some of our representatives in 


Nor | 


1 would make it such an | 


| Show than an example of republican plainness and | 

1 will vote most cheertuliy to increase | 

| the salary of our minister to France, but I will not 

| consent to its becoming a general rule. 

| ary proposed to be given tv our minister to Kng- 

‘| land is tour times the amount received by the sec- 
| ond officer of our Government, and it Is five umes 
| the salary paid a judge of the Supreme Court. Lt 





Neen een en nee 





———————————— 





the expense ot maintenance, 


| isters $20,000 a year. 


they receive, and that the community in which they 


live expect them to live up to that salary, and not 
above it. Why, sir, of all the public functionaries 
of this Government, considering the relation which 
they bear to the Governme nt, perhaps the members 
of this body are less paid than any other. The 
salaries of members of this body are about fifteen 
hundred dollars a year. This body is composed 
of the ambassadors of the States, repre senting 8ov- 
ereign States in the capital of the country, visited 
by their constituents, having to incur many ex- 
penses incidental to their position over and above 
Senators of the sov- 
ereign States, exercising the high functions which 
this body is known to possess, live in the capital 
of this country upon $1,500 a year, and hold rank 
wp to the members of the Cabinet, above that 
of any foreign, minister, while it is proposed by 
this amendment to give some of these foreign min- 
I desire to know whether 
the respectability of the members of this body is 
less because they do not keep open hoase and 
entertain everybody on fifteen hundred dollars a 
year? whether it is less than that of the French 
Minister, or of the Russian Minister, or of the 

british Minister? | think 1 sir; and I trust 
that the principle will never | ablished that the 
dignity and respectability of a public functionary 
depend upon the amount of money he receives and 
the number of entertainments he is enabled to give. 
Is it expected in London that the representative 
of a plain republican people, of a Government the 
object of imitation the world over, wherever a 
people can speak, and largely so, because its taxes 
are comparatively light and its administration com- 
paratively economical—is it possible that the rep- 
resentative of such a Government shall be expected 
by any sensible corps, diplomatic or otherwise, to 
live in a style haa to that of a representative of 
**the Autocrat of all the Russias’’ at the Court of 
St. James? No, sir. Upon the principle of sach 
reasoning, you must, if you wish to put your 
country upon a level with the first countries of the 
world, adopt the criterion of salary which the first 
country pays—adopt the Russian criterion. Now, 
Sir, it is to be recollected that we have no missions 
of the first grade. Nosuch thing. Our highest 
mission is a mission of the second grade. We 
have no ambassadors, because we have no sover- 
eign in this country to be represented. An am- 
bassador differs from a minister in this particular: 
that the former represents the majesty of the 
crown. We have no crown, and therefore no 
ambassadors to represent it, and our ministers are 
not expected anywhere to live in a style equal to’ 
the style of those representing the crowned heads 
of Europe. No such thing. 

Sir, we have two sorts of men who are appointed 
to fill missions; one description of whom (there have 
been a few) have been wealthy men. Well, what 
had been the standard of their expenses? [it has 
been very great. ‘here was sent on the mission to 
France, some years ago, agentleman of the name 
of Brown, a man of large wealth, who lived ina 
style which required some twenty-five or thirty 
thousand dollars a year to supporthim, Since that 
time we have had several other wealthy ministers, 
and they have kept up the style to the standard of 
twenty-five or thirty thousand duilarsa year. It 
was that circumstance that created the necessity 
for their successors to live in the same extravagant 
style. There is another class of men appointed to 
fill missions, who go out and return, and bring 
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back all their ealaries; who do not spend any. | 


: ty 
This class go out on a job to repair exhausted for- 


tunes. They save their salaries, and when they 
are contrasted by their style of life w ith those who 
have gone out rich, and have spent their salaries in 


supporuing something of style, from this comes the 


complaint that they lived shabbily. 

Sir, this is a bad time to begin augmenting ex- 
penses. We are at the close of a war, with a war 
debt hanging heavily upon the pocket of the coun- 
try. We are at a time when borrowed money 


has to be paid. J trust that this is not an indica- | 


tion of the opening of a new chapter, the begin- 
ning of splendor and magnificence in the opera- 
tions of this Government. I trust that this is not 
an announcement that we are about to resort to 
the exploded maxims of a magnificent and splen- 
did Government, and that, too, ata time when a 
national debt stares us in the face. It has been 
said by the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Websrer,| that the scale of these salaries was 
fixed sixty years ago, when living was cheaper 
than itis how. Our business is now with diplo- 
living, and J say that the assertion of the 
Diplomatic life is not as 
extravagant how as it was sixty years ago, by 
any means. Most European governments have 
vetrenched and reformed, within this period, their 
diplomatic ex pens Why, sir, there was a time 
m the world’s history when the sending of an 
embassy coat more money than twenty modern 
embassies. | cen cite cases of that sort from the 
history of Eneland on any other nation. ‘This 
very French Government has reformed its own 
expenses in this particular. The salaries of their 
minister here, and of their ministers to all the 
courts of the world, and of the public function- 


mat 
Senator 1 a mist 


aries throughout France, have been greatly cur- | 


tailed; and that, too, before the late revolution, 
They were curtailed under Louis Philippe, in con- 
sequence of the events of July, 1830; they were 
curtailed undera monarchy and brought down to 
the simplicity of the republican standard. Now, 
sir,ata time when the whole tone and temper of 
the world is changing on this subject, in private as 


| pealed to popular prejudice. 


well as in public life—when the mere magnificence | 


' . . 
of any man’s residence, or the number of dinners 


he gives does not Bppurute, as it formerly did, so 
Jarge a part of his WHportance in the world—when 
the individual is more looked to, when his capa- 
city for usefulness, his intelligence, the purity of 


his character; in a word, when the man has be- | 
come more important and the circumstances that 


surround him less important,—lI say at a time 
when the sentiment of the world is undergaing 
such a chanve, it does not become us to get back 
that sentiment, and ascribe by our action so much 


IMportance to the adventitious circumstances that | 


surround the man, and so little to the man him- 
self. I never heard of any of our able men sent 
abroad—and I could name here a long chapter of 
able men—men like yourself, sir—who wanted 
respectability wherever they were sent, whether 


they were poor or rich. No, sir; | would not give | 
a farthing for that kind of opinion of which the | 


Senator spoke, the description of a man’s carriage. 
Real greatness does not require these exterior or- 


naments. It is personal deficiency that requires to | 


be made“up by these artificial trappings. Select 
able men, men of weight and character, acquired 
by their known public virtue and their known 
abilities, and they will be respected wherever they 
sre sent, if at the points of their destination there 
be sensible men. 

Sir, the Emperor Napoleon understood all these 
things very well. When it was necessary to im- 


press the Emperor Alexander with an idea of his || 
magnificence and the grandeur of the French em- | 


pire, he sent his favorite Caulincourt, giving. him 
a general draft on the French treasury, and told 
him to live in a style comparing with the majesty 
of his Crown, So he did. At that very time, the 
Emperor Napoleon wore an old grey coat that had 


been patched on one arm, and a pair of boots that | 
had been half-soled, utterly condemning in his | 


own person, and treating with scorn, the idle trap- | 


pings which he had directed to be employed by 
his minister to dazzle the imagination of the ‘*Au- 
tocrat of all the Russias.”” [I hope that we are not 


going to get into this practice. If money is to con- | 
atitute respectability, then the more money you | 
give the more respectable you will be; and if you | 
wish to have your ministers as respectable as the 
represeitatives of any other court, you must give 


| 


ME © 





as much as any other court. If that is the system 
of reasoning, | believe that the Russian court is 
the most expensive. Ido not mean the expense 
of living at St. Petersburg, but | mean that the 
Russian Government pays more than any other 
to its diplomatic agents. And it will be found, 
that in proportion to the despot tendency of any 
Government, in that proportion does it pay its 
public functionaries the world over; and there are 
solid reasons for it. It is a’bad time to commence 
this system. Whenever, Mr. President, the time 
arrives that all these missions are vacant—when 
nobody can be found to fill them—when no man 
of sense and experience can be found to fill them, 
it will be ume enough to treat this thing as a difii- 
culty, and look out fora remedy. But Ll take it 
that, now-a-days, these missions are filled with 
facility. Some distinguished men of the country 
go upon these missions who are not rich, and 
they choose between glory and opulence. ‘They 
have their choice to enjoy the honor of this high 
dignity or stay at home and make money, and 
they take their choice by pursuing honor and dis- 
uuncuion, and turning their back upon fortune. It 
is their own look-out. But none of these mis- 
sions have been found unfilled. And | say that we 
are setting a bad example; we are reversing the 
direct tendency ef the universal sentiment of man- 
kind, in trying to attach importance to adventitious 
circumstances, instead of attaching it to individuals 
and to men. I think, therefore, that it will be 
wise and proper to vote down this amendment, 
unul the President shall send us information, that 
in consequence of the smallness of the salary, he 
cannot find competent persons to fill these oftices. 
When he shall send in that kind of a message, it 
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sentatives abroad to live differently from the ae 
dition of gentlemen similarly situated? | }, nee 
idea of doing so, especially when, as I said bef Me 
it has been the concurrent testimony of ajj oa, 
have gone abroad, and therefore | cannot ha r = 
taken. The Senator says you may find men he 
will go abroad of equal talent with those who hee 
made sacrifices of their fortune. 1 do not douks 
it. But if they do not inspire that respect and de, 
not command that position in society thar would 
enable them to represent you properly, they oushs 
not to go there. Sy 
The gentleman says that some go there to repair 
exhausted fortunes, but that they have not com. 
manded that respect which the representatives of 
such a country as this should command. } respect 
the primitive days of the Republic, because our 
public functionaries held the public money tig: 
was given to them in the form of salaries, for the 
benefit of the public and for the benefit of the 
country.~ General Washington saved nothing of 
his salary, but he spent all that was given to him. 
So did Mr. Adams, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madisen. 
Mr. Monroe; and I respect them for it. And { 
respect those who have so much regard for the 
honor and dignity of their country as to be willing 
to make a sacrifice for it. Such are the men who 
should represent our country abroad, and not your 
stock-jobbing gentleman who goes there to save 
his money. Sir, of all propositions that can be 
brought forward, such a one as this, that a man 
is to go abroad as a representative of this Republic 


| to save money—io make money—is most revolting 


will be time enough for the Senate to look round 


for a remedy of the evil. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I know that 
this is a theme for declamation. I know it affords 
many topics for popular prejudice. 1 do not say 
that the gentleman who has just spoken has ap- 
I believe that he has 
spoken the deliberate convictions of his own mind. 
{ will draw the contrast to the honorable gentie- 
man, between the jobber who takes the office to 
make money and save his salary, and the gentle- 
man who, acting on high responsibility of his na- 
tion, makes a sacrifice of his own fortune. 
should be preferred? ‘The man that would go to 
Europe to fill one of these offices, and live in a cold 
cellar or in @ garret, to save his money—who 
would see no society, and come back as ignorant 
as when he went there, having had none of the 
opportunities of being in society, none of the ordi- 
nary channels of communicauon by social inter- 
course and by his position; or one who could 


to my nature. 

Sir, | know that these are themes on which the 
gentlemen from Ohio [Mr. ALugn} has indulged in 
a strain of declamation which, | have no douli, 
is Suitable to the popular feeling upon this subject. 


| But are we not called upon to act on higher con- 


siderations when we know that it is unjust, very 
unjust? John Randolph very properly remarked, 
when it was said that the patronage of the Gov- 


/ ernment was overrated: ‘* To be sure it was over- 


Who | 


rated: it may be overrated. I know,”’ said he, 


‘‘that we cannot give to those who apply equal 
to their expectations; bat | know, that with one 
bone | can call five hundred dogs.” If five hundred, 
a thousand, or fifteen hundred dollars were offered 
for one of these missions, dogs enough could be 
got to take them. But the very class of persons 
who would take a foreign mission for five hundred, 


/a thousand, or fifteen hundred dollars, (1 will not 


say for nine thousand, for we have had gentlemen 


| to go for that,) would disgrace their station. As 


assimilate himself to the society in which he lived? | 


Since the gentleman has chosen to speak of it, I 
would say that I, for one, would live upon a farm, 
with five hundred a year, with my shoes half- 
soled, and my coat patched, and live reapectably. 
But when I sent my son, ortany one else, abroud, 
he should go as a gentleman; he should not be 
placed in a situation where he would be subjected 
to mortification by contrast; where ever man could 
insult him by taunts on his condition. 

The gentleman says that men can be procured 
to fill these missions for nine thousand dollars a 
year, plenty of them. Why, sir, if the Executive 


| of this Government to-morrow were to advertise 


for ministers at fifteen hundred dollars a year, he 
would find applicants enough. 

Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) Aye, for five 
hundred dollars. 

Mr. BUTLER. Applicants enough could be 
found at five hundred dollars a year! 
would they live? They would live in oyster cel- 


| lars [laughter] among the sailors, or in the lanes | 
and alleys. 
They might be distinguished for the acuteness of | 


With whom would they associate? 


their wit. I will not undertake to say that men 
of that kind might not be called into good society 
on account of their wit and jocularity. They 
might be men from the grog-shops, keen in their 
wit, sharp in their reply, vulgar in their deport- 
ment. You couid find men, if you would try, who 
would go not only for fifteen, but for five hundred 
dollars a year. But does it become this country, 
with its immense resources, when we are giving 
out thousands and millions when application is 
made for a claim by stock-jobbers, when we are 
pouring money out of the treasury like water out 
of a basket, that we should call upon our repre- 


with anybody. 


I said before, I could live on a farm with five 
hundred a year, but when I sent my son abroad } 
would never put him in a position in which he 
should feel the sense of degradation or inequality 
It is wrong (and most of those 
who speak on this subject know that it is wrong) 


| to plaee our ministers in such*a position. On this 


| subject, I think we should lift ourselves above 


popular prejudices. I believe that the people, if 
you appeal to their pride, would deapise the man 


| who would go abroad to represent his country in 


_ feeling so far as I know. 


order to save money. ‘The humblest man in the 
community would despise such a one. ‘That is 
the popular tone on this subject.’ It is the popular 

They expect it of you, 


and it ought to be so. And when you choose 


/to make it a subject of declamation, it should be 


And how |! 


received in the same tone. ; 
Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, I do not rise 
for the purpose of making a speech, but to sug- 
gest to the Senate that we have arrived at ten 
o’elock, that.we have duties to perform to-mor- 
row, that there are many seats now vacant, an 
although I would be quite willing to listen to the 
very interesting discussion on this subject by the 


' Senator from South Carolina, {Mr. Burzier,} yet 


| 


j 
} 
| 
} 
} 
i 
it 
i} 


| 
' 
\| 
; 


) 


in the situation in which the Senate is placed, 
would be improper to proceed further. I move, 
therefore, that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 2671849. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
PRISONERS OF WAR IN MEXICO. 


Mr. GAINES moved that the rules of the House 
be suspended, for the purpose of proceeding at this 


time to the consideration of the bill which 
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e about a year ago, to allow subsistence 
«o certain Arkansas and other volunteers, who had 
been prisoners of war in Mexico. ' 

The SPEAKER said he understood the bill was 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GAINES thereupon moved that the com- 
mittee be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the said bill. 

The motion having been agreed to,’and the biil 
peing thus before the House, on the question of its 
third reading— ; : 

Mr. GAINES moved the previous question. 

Mr. BURT rose to inquire of the Speaker, 
whether there were not certain amendments which 
had been reported to the bill from the Comruaittee 
on Military Affairs? 

The SPEAKER said he had no knowledge of 
such amendments. 

The SPEAKER then said, that the Clerk stated 
that there were no such amendments. ‘The en- 
dorsement on the bill was, that it had been reported 
by the gentleman from New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, without amendment. 

The previous question was then seconded; the 
main question was ordered, and the bill having 
been ordered to a third reading at this time, was 
read a third time and passed. 

ROAD FROM LAKE SUPERIOR TO THE MIS- 
SISSIPPI. 

Mr. SMITH, of Hlinois, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to report a bill from the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, for the benefit (he 
said) of the new Territory, (presumed to be Min- 
esota;) he trusted there would be no objection. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. SMITH moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of enabling him to report the bill. 

The title of the bill was read as follows: ‘*A bill 
to provide for opening a road from Lake Superior, 
by the way of the Falls of Saint Croix, Marine 
Mills, Stillwater, and Saint Paul’s, to Point Doug- 
lass,on the Missisippi river.” 

The bill was then read through. 

And the question, ‘* Shall the rules be suspend- 
ed ?”’ was taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the bill was not received. 

EXTRA COMPENSATION. , 
Mr. TALLMADGE offered the following reso- 


jution: 


the Senat 


in 


the House, to the Postmaster, Chaplain, Sergeant-at-arms, 
* Doorkeeper, assistant clerks, messengers, pages, laborers, 


folders, persons employed in the folding-room, and police of || 


the Capito], with its messenger and laborer, the same amount 


— 


| Mr. 


| 


of extra compensation as was allowed at the last session of | 


the present Congress. 

Mr. BRODHEAD objected. , 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved the previous ques- 
tion on the adoption of the resolution. 

A question of order was raised as to the right of 
the gentleman from New York to offer it. 

The SPEAKER stated that this being resolu- 
tion day, and the call resting with the State of 


New York, the gentleman had a right to insist on | 


the State being called. 


So the resolution being regularly before the || 


Fouse— 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved that it be laid on 
the table, and asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

_ Mr. HALE asked for the reading of the resolu- 
tion; which was again read. 

Mr. HUDSON desired to inquire whether there 
was not an express rule of the House against the 
‘passage of any such resolution? 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said there was 


an express rule, and an express law against it too. | 


The SPEAKER’S reply to Mr. Hupson’s in- 
quiry was not heard. 
The question, Shall the resolution be laid on the 


table? was then taken, and decided in the affirma- | 


tive—yeas 67, nays 50. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 
RESOLUTIONS OF NEW JERSEY. 


Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey, by leave, pre- | 


sented joint resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New Jersey relative to a light-house at the 
mouth of Maurice river, and beacon-lights in New- 
ark bay, in said State; which were referred to the 
ommittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
- motion of Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey, 
eave, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of erecting a light-house on 


} 


| 


HE CON 


| 
i} 
} 
| 


Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund of || 


the east point of the mouth of Maurice river, in the State of 


@ew Jersey, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 
PAY DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. BURT said he felt himself constrained to 
ask the House to take up the bill which was on 
the Speaker’s table to reorganize the Pay depart- 
ment of the army. He was sure it would not take 
thirty minutes of the time of the House, and he 
trusted that no objection would be made to taking 
it up. 

The SPEAKER. 
gentleman from South Carolina to ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to take up the bill to 
reorganize the Pay department of the army. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. The gentleman can ac- 


h 
complish his object as well, and accommodate the 


The Chair understands the 


rest of us in the same way, by moving a suspen- 
sion of the rules, to proceed to business’ on the 
Speaker’s table. Let the business come up in its 
order. 1 move to suspend the rules, to proceed to 
business on the Speaker’s table in its order. 

Mr. BURT. 1 am afraid of nothing which is 
on the Speaker’s table. Ll assure the gentleman 
from Illinois that I believe there is so much busi- 


ness there that I fear we shall not be able to reach | 


the bill which I propose to bring before the House. 


[ trust there will be no objection to taking up the | 


bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
objection is made to the proposition of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina. 


Mr. BURT. Then I move to suspend the rules, | 


to take up the bill to which | have alluded. 


Mr. ASHMUN. 


had the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union discharged from the consideration of 
that bill, and it were on the Speaker’s table, there 
would be no objection to taking it up. 

Mr. BURT. It is already on the Speaker’s 

table. ‘ 
| ‘The SPEAKER announced the question on the 
| motion of Mr. Burr to suspend the rules. 
ASHMUN. 1 wish to inquire of the 
| Speaker where the bill stands? 
| Mr. BURT. it stands on the Speaker’s table. 
The SPEAKER. It is the eleventh bill on the 
saker’s table. 
Mr. ASHMUN made a remark which was in- 
audible to the reporter. 

The question was taken on the motion to sus- 
| pend the rules, and was decided jn the negative. 
Mr. BOWDON moved that the rules be sus- 
| pended, for the purpose of enabling him, from the 
| select committee composed of the members of the 
| House from the State of Alabama, to report a bill 
| for the relief of the citizens of Cedar Bluff, in the 
| State of Alabama, and for other purposes, accom- 
| panied by a report in writing. 
| And the question being taken on the suspension 
of the rules, it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. WENTWORTH objected to the reception 
of reports out of order, and called for their recep- 
tion in order. 

Mr. BOW DON moved a suspension of the rules, 
to allow him to make the report: rejected. 

Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey, from the 
Committee on Enrolled Bills, made a report. 

TERMINATION OF THRRITORIAL DEBATE, 


S 


resolution: 

Resolved, That all debate in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union on the bill to establish the 
Territorial Government of Upper California shall cease in 
two hourss afier the committee shall resume its considera- 
tion, (if the committee shall not sooner come to a conclusion 
upon the same,) and the committee shall then proceed to 
| yote on such amendments as may be pending or offered to 
the same, and shall report to the House, with such amend- 
ments as may he agreed to by the committee. 

Mr. ROOT wished to make an inquiry of the 
gentleman from Indiana. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Indiana give way? 

Mr. SMITH yielded. 

Mr. ROOT only wished to say this to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana: The gentleman had reported 
this bill; he was entitled to the full credit of it. It 
was known that he (Mr. R.) had offered a resolu- 
tion instructing the Committee on Territories to 
report these territorial bills. For that reason, more 
| than for any other, he wished to speak. He could 


| not hope for an opportunity under this resolution. 


be postponed unti) to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 


Allow me to make a sugges- || 
tion to the gentleman from South Carolina. If we | 


| 


| 


Mr. SMITH, of Ipdiana, offered the following || 





He hoped the genteman would allow the time to |) 
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Mr. SMITH. This bill was drawn up and or- 
dered to be reported by the committee long before 
the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio waa 
adopted, so that the gentieman's resolution had no 
effect upon that report. Ido not wish to close this 
debate, unless it is the disposition of the House to 
do SO. 

Mr. ROOT. We have had one speech on this 
bill; another hour is already appropriated, and but 
one hour will be left under the resolution. I will 
move to amend the resolution to extend the time 
until some hour to-morrow which shall suit the 
committee. 

Several sugvesti 


1S 
ms ‘ 


as to the hour were made by 
gentlemen im their se its; in accordance with which, 

Nir. ROOT finally moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by substituting for the time indicated therein, 
** twelve o’clock to-morrow.’’ 

Mr. SMITH declined to accept the amendment 
as a modification of his resolution. 

Mr. GREELEY inquired if the resolution in- 
cluded both the territorial bills? 

The SPEAKER replied that but one bill had 
been taken up by the committee, and one bill only 
could therefore be the subject of this resolution. 

The questions being severally taken, the amend- 
ment of Mr. Roor was agreed to, and the resolu- 

| tion as amended was adopted. 

A motion to reconsider this vote was subse- 
quently made by Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, and, 
on his motion, was laid on the table. 
RESOLUTIONS—LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA. 

Mr. ATKINSON asked the general consent of 
the House to present certain resolutions which had 
| been adopted by the Legislature of Virginia, and 
| which he would ask the Clerk to read. 

{Cries of ** Don’t read them!”’] 

The resolutions were sent up to the table, but 
Mr. A., in compliance with indications in the 
House, did not press their reading. 

These resoluuons, sir, (he was proceeding to 

Sue 

‘he SPEAKER interposed and said, the Chair 
must state to the gentleman from Virginia that the 
_ resolutions had not been received. If no objection 
| was made, they would be received. 

Objection was made, (by whom the reporter was 
unable to see.) 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made on the left. 

Mr. ATKINSON. I ask that they be read, 
| then. 

The SPEAKER. 

eral consent. 

Mr. ATKINSON. Ifthe gentleman will with- 

draw his objection to the reception of the resolu- 


I 


sa 


They will be read by gen- 


| tions, | will withdraw the call for the reading. 


|| wish only to speak five minutes to the House. 


| 
| 
| 


Itis the application (said he) of a sovereign State 

| of this Union, entitled to be respected in this Hall 

_and everywhere else-—— 

| [Cries of ** Order,” ** order,’* and objections.] 

| ‘The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the gen- 

| tleman’s proceeding. 
Mr. ATKINSON. 

| jection. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER repeated that objection was 
made. 

Mr. ATKINSON. Well, I move that the rules 
| be suspended, for the purpose of presenting a series 
| of resolutions which have been adopted by the 
| Legislature of Virginia, and | hope the courtesy 
of this House will be extended to me. 

The question was taken, and the rulea were 
suspended. 

So the resolutions were received. 

[These resolutions are the same as those pre- 
sented in the Senate on the Sth day of February, 
by Mr. Hunter, and published in this paper.] 

Mr. ATKINSON. The resolutions which I pre- 
sent, coming from the Legislature of Virginia, [cries 
of **Order!”] were adopted two years since-——— 
Mr. RUMSEY. Has the gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia the right to debate these resolutions? — 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman irom Virginia 
| has n6t proposed any reference of these resolutions. 
Mr. ATKINSON. I move to lay these resolu- 


I presume there is no ob- 


| tions on the table, and that they be printed; and I 
| desire to say a word why that should be done. 
| Mr. RUMSEY. I object to the gentleman’s 
| making any speech. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and 
requested gentlemen to take their seats. 


i 
i 
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Mr. ATKINSON. Am] entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The presentation of these 
resolutions is in the nature of the presentation of 
petitions. No petition can be debated on the day 
on which it is offered. The gentleman must ask 
leave of the House before he can proceed. 

Mr. ATKINSON. I have done all that an hon- 
orable man can do to an honorable man, and to an 
honorable House. I have made an appeal to this 
Houre, {cries of ‘ Order!’’) to every member of 
this House; and if I cannot be respected here, I will 
be elsewhere-— 

{Renewed cries of ‘Order !’’] ! 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia 
will take his seat. 

Mr. ATKINSON. Well; I take my seat. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, remarking, that the 
House hed already adopted a resolution to close 
the debate on the territorial bill, said, for the pur- 
pose of giving gentlemen an opportunity to debate 
that bill, he would move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. ATKINSON, I took my séat when I was 
directed by the Speaker to take it. Am | entitled 
now to the floor? 

Mr. SPEAKER. 
a question of order. 

Mr. ATKINSON. Yes, the question of order 
which | make is this: Whether the House of 
Representatives of the United States will deny to 
a sovereign State to receive her re solutions here, 
and tohearthe truth to be spoken by one of her rep- 
resentatives? If, Mr. Speaker—(cries of *Order!"’] 
—gentlemen ery ** Order,” and don’t want to hear 
the truth; they are as blind as those who cannot 
see the beauties of the rainbow or the sunlight. 

Mr. DICKEY and other gentlemen called to or- 
der. 

The SPEAKER propounded the question on 
the motion of Mr. Cons, which, having been 
agreed to by ayes 98, noes 35— 

CALIFORNIA TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Vinton in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a ‘Territorial Goverument for Upper 
California. 

The committee were then addressed in speeches, 
generally of an hour’s length, and mostly on the 
subject of slavery, by— 

Mr. STUART of Mich., Mr. MULLIN, 
GAYLE, VENABLE, 
ROOT, GREELEY, 
EVANSof Mad., MORSE, 
LYNDE, PALFREY, 
BOCOCK, BOYDEN. 

When Mr. BOYDEN concluded— 

Mr. ROMAN obtained the floor, and was pro- 
ceeding in remarks on the subject of the tariff, 
when he yielded to— 

Mr. STEPHENS, on whose motion the com- 
mittee rose; and the House, at twenty-five min- 
utes before eleven o'clock, p. m., adjourned. 








The gentleman may rise to 


PETITIONS. 

The following peltions were presented ander the rule, 
and referred: 

By Mr. DUER: The petition of James Cooper, a revolu- 
tionary soldier, praying tor a pension. 

ty Mr. GREELEY: The petition of George N. Johnston 
and others of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, praying provision for 
the free transportation of Women to Calitorma. Also, the 
petiion of Edwin Williams, of New York, asking the pa- 
tronage of Congress for his compilation of the Presidents’ 
mecseages from 1780 to 1849, 





Wasnineton Ciry, Feb. 25, 1849. 

Messrs. Bram & Rives: The following extract 
is taken from the report of the proceedings of the 
House of Representatives, as published in the 
Daily Globe of Saturday evening: 

“Mr. HaRMANSON Was understood to offer a correction 
of this statement by the gentleman from Onio, and to state 
his personal knowl dge of the fact, that immense tracts of 
marsh lands bad been surveyed in Louisiaua, which were 
not only net sold, but which never could be sold; and also 
that there were large tracts of lands which never had been 
even surveyed, and never would be.” 

As Mr. Harmanson is here made responsible 
for the accuracy of a statement made by me, I beg 
leave to say that those words should have been 
ascribed to me. They were in substance as fol- 
lows: ‘Lhatif the gentleman from Ohio expected 
to find in these surveys a true statement of the 
amount of swamp lands in Louisiana, he was mis- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 





“4 


taken; that he had personal knowledge of the fact 

that surveyors had unnecessarily surveyed salt*|| 

marshes, which not only remained unsold, but 
which would never be sold. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, | 

Bb. G. THIBODAUX. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 27, 1849. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a peti- 
tion from Alexander Brown and Sons, and other 
merchants of Baltimore, asking for the establish- 
ment of reciprocal free trade with Canada; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a petition 
from John M. Hepburn, and the clerks in the 
office of the Adjutant General, praying extra com- 
pensation for additional services pertormed there 
during the war with Mexico; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HALE presented a great number of peti- 
tions (including 100 from females) from persons in 
Maine and Pennsylvania, praying for the abolition 
of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and for the prohibition of slavery in the 
newly-acquired territories. ‘he motion to receive 
these petitions was laid on the table. 

Mr. H. also presented a petition from Nor- 
ton and 17 citizens of Llinois, asking that negotia- 
tions may be opened with Great Britain for the 
reannexation of Canada. 

A motion was made by Mr. WESTCOTT to 
lay this petition on the table, and decided: Ayes 
24, noes 13. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition from citizens 
of Bodenham, Maine, asking for an alteration in 
the post office laws; which was referred to the 
Conmimittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. H. also presented a petition from Edward 
Price ang 246 citizens of the State of Pennsylva- 
nia; a petition of Cyrus M. Burleigh and 18 citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania; and a petition from Joseph 
Treater, of Ohio,—all asking Congress to adopt 
some mode for the peaceful dissoluuon of the 
Union. 

‘The motion to receive these petitions was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. BORLAND presented two petitions from 
citizens of Arkansas, asking for the cons ruction 
of a road from the Mississippi river to the Pacific; 
which were laid on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition from John 
Dougherty, oilering to transport the United States 
mails from the Mississippi river to San Francisco; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post 





ee ss os 


Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, asking for certain improvements in 
the Delaware river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. C. also presented a petition from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, asking for amendments in the patent 
laws; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, asking for the abolition of capital 
punishment; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. C. also presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Pennsylvania, in favor of 
appropriations of portions of the public domain for 
the purpose of enabling the Indians to make settle- 
ments thereon; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. C. also presented several petitions from citf 
izens of Pennsylvania, asking for the abolition o- 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and for the prohibition of slavery in the 
newly-acquired territories; the question on the re- 
ception of which was raised, and laid on the table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. «4 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom were referred the following 
House bills: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Abraham Hogeboon, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Israel Johnson; 
reported back the same without amendment. 

M:. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to whom was referred House 
bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Captain Samuel Jones, deceased, reported back 
the same without amendment, with a recommend- 








| nance, to whom was referred Hous 


| relief of the legal representatives of Bern 


| them; and that the President elect, in s 
| his acceptance of the office to which he had been 





Feb. 27, 


ation that it do not pass, accompanied by ar 
e- 


port; which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ATHERTON, from the Com 


Mittee on Fi. 


. 6 ~ = e bill makin 
appropriations for the service of the Pos, Offic 
. e 


Department for the year ending 30th June Is5 
reported back the same without amendment _ 
Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Committee 
Claims, to Whom was referred House bj! for the 


ard Todd, 


deceased, reported back the same without amend 


ment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, made the follo 
report : 

The committee appointed on the partof the Sen 
ate, jointly with the committee on the part of the 
House of Representatives, to wait on Rothere 
Taylor and Millard Fillmore, and noufy them of 
their election as President and Vice President of 
the United States, report: 

That they have performed the duty assigned 


Wing 


ignifying 


chosen by the people, evinced emotions of the pro- 
foundest gratitude, and declared his distrust of hig 
ability to fulfill the expectations upon which their 


| confidence was based; but gave assurances of a 
| fixed purpose to administer the Government for 
_ the benefit and advantage of the whole country, 


In alluding to the fact to which his attention had 
been drawn—that the chairman of the committee 


| represented a public body a majority of whom 


were opposed in political opinion to the President 
elect, and accorded with that majority, he recog. 
nized in it the deference to the popular will con- 
stitutionally expressed, on which rest the strength 
and hope of the Republic; and he said that it was 
to have been expected of the Senate of the United 
States. 

He expressed an ardent wish that he might be 


_able in any degree to assuage the fierceness of 


party, or temper with moderation the conflicts of 


| those who are only divided as to the means of 


securing the public welfare. 
He said, having been reminded that he was 


| about to occupy the chair once filled by Washing- 
| ton, he could hope to emulate him only in the 


singleness of the aims which guided the conduct 
of the man who had no parallel in history, and 
could have no rival in the hearts of his country- 
men. 

In conclusion, he announced his readiness to 
take the oath of office on the 5th March proximo, 
at such hour and place as might be designated. 

And the committee further report, that the Vice 
President elect, in signifying his acceptance of the 
office to which he had been ehosen by the people, 
expressed the profound sensibility with which he 
received the announcement of his election, and 
said, that deeply impressed with the obligations 
which it imposed, and the distinguished honor it 
conferred, he should do injustice to’ his feelings if 
he failed to express his grateful thanks for this 
manifestation of confidence; that he should accept 


| the office conscious of his want of experience, and 


distrustful of his ability to discharge its duties, 
but with an anxious desire to meet the expecta- 


| tions of those who had so generously conferred it 


upon him. 
Mr. DAVIS then submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That there be appointed a committee of the 
Senate to make the necessary arrangements for the recep- 
tion of the President elect on the 5th of March, and to apprise 
him of the same. ® 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 
Ordered, That said committee be filled by the Chair. 


The VICE PRESIDENT named Mr. Jounson 
of Maryland, Mr. Davis of Mississippi, and Mr. 
Davis of Massachusetts. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to trans- 
mit to the Senate a report made to Major General P. F. 
Smith, when civil and military governor of the city of Mex- 
ico, by Lieutenant Smith, of tie Corps of Topographical 
Engineers, on the drainage and improvement of the valley 
of Mexico. 

Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the practicability and 


expediency of expediting the transmission of the mails be 
tween New York and New Orleans. 
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BILL CONCERNING RECORDS. 

Mr. DICKINSON, pursuant to notice, asked 

obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend an 
ee ded ‘An act to authenticate certain rec- 
er approved February 22, 1849; which was 
on first and second time. ; 
ae D. moved that the bill be now considered; 
oad the motion being agreed to, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
so a few words from Mr. JOHNSON of 
Maryland, and ~~ Mr. DICKINSON and Mr. 
prTLE in explanation—- 3 
Neca eas cuhaead to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and was subsequently read a third time 


i} 
and passed. } 


GEORGE POINDEXTER. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved that the 
revious orders be postponed, and that the Senate 
a ed to consider the bill for the relief of George 
Poindexter. : / ‘ , 

The question being put on this motion, it was 
decided in the negative. 

APPLICATIONS FOR PATENTS. 

Mr. BRIGHT moved that the previous orders 
be postponed, and that the Senate proceed to con- 
sider House bill to provide for a mode of making 
applications for the renewal of patent-rights in cer- 
tain cases. 

The motion having been agreed to, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of 
the Whole 

Mr. BALDWIN inquired whether the Com- 
mittee on Patents had reported favorably on that | 


ll? 

. Mr. WESTCOTT entered into an explanation of 

the merits of the bill, and the action of Congress 

thereon. He said the object of this bill was to give | 
the Commissioner of Patents the authority to renew 

such patents as it was his opinion should be re- 

newed in order to do justice to the applicant. 

Mr. FOOTE expressed a desire that the bill 
might pass. | 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, stated that he 
was not friendly to the passage of the bill when it 
was before the committee. He thought it would || 
be a great wrong to the public, and contrary to | 
sound policy, to allow a person to renew a patent | 
after it had become the property of the public; and | 
it would become their property, in many cases, at | 

the end of fourteen years. 

Mr. BRIGHT suggested that many patentees 
might not be aware when the fourteen years for | 
which their patent was granted had expired, and 
there might be circumstances which would prevent 
attention to the renewal at the proper time. He | 
thought it more just to leave the matter with an | 
oficer of the Government than to Congress. 

Mr. CALHOUN doubted the constitutionality || 
of anact of this kind, becauge, according to the 
stipulations made between the patentee and the 
community, the patent is to expire at the end of 
fourteen years, unless renewed at that time. 

Mr. CAMERON thought injustice might be 
done to those who desired to renew a patent, who 
might be prevented from making application at the || 
precise time which was necessary, and referred to | 
the case of an individual who had suffered great 
loss in that manner. He hoped the bill might 

8s. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the bill upon | 
the table; which was agreed to. {| 


DISABLED SOLDIERS AND SEAMEN. } 


Mr. JONES moved to suspend the prior orders, | 
and that the Senate proceed to consider the bill to | 


} 
| 
| 
regulate the pensions of officers, soldiers, seamen, || 
and marines, who have been, or may hereafter be, || 
disabled in the service of the United States. \| 

i} 


tion, in which Mr. 1] 
Louisiana participated— | 

Mr. CAMERON moved to lay the bill on the || 
lable; which was agreed to: Ayes 24, noes 18. | 


LAND TO MISSISSIPPI. | 

Mr. FOOTE moved to suspend the prior orders, | 
and that the Senate proceed to consider the bill || 
granting a half section of land for the use of || 
schools within fractional township 19 south, of 1 
range 18 west, county of Lowndes, State of Mis- | 
‘issippi; which was agreed to. 
+ The bill was then considered as in Committee of 1 


the Whole, and was ordered to a third reading. 





Subsequently, the bill was read a third time, 
| and passed. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
| diplomatic service of the United States for the year 
| ending 3U0th-June, 1850. 
| The bill being under consideration as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, and the question being on 
' the motion submitted by Mr. Hae to amend the 
bill in the clause specifying the amounts appropri- 
ated for the salaries of the United States ministers 
at France, England, and Russia, by making the 
, clause read: 

For a minister in France, $15,000; for a minister in Eng- 
| land, $20,000; for a minister in Russia, $12,000. 

Mr. KING. When suggested to the Senate 
last evening that some provision ought to be made 
to change the mode of compensating our ministers 
abroad, and adverted particularly to the extraor- 
dinary expenses necessarily incurred by our diplo- 
matic agents in foreign countries, | was under the 
impression that the subject shouid be brought for- 
ward in a separate form, rather than as an amend- 
ment to an appropriation bill. And I am led to the 
conclusion that some legislation ought to be had 
on the subject, from the fact, that while the com- 
pensation which they received in the way of salary 
is not adequate for the maintenance of a proper 
style of living, we give them an outfit which is 
much greater than ought to be allowed, provided 


| we increase their salaries; and the evidence of the 
| incorrectness of the outfit as compared with the 


salary, is to be found in the fact that many persons 


| are sent abroad who receive the outfit, and remain 


abroad but one year and return home; and others 
are appointed, who in their turn receive the outtit 
as well as salary. Ina pecuniary point of view, 
therefore, the Government loses rather than gains 
by this system, under which there is a constant 
succession of changes, which are not at all bene- 
ficial to the public interest; for every one must see 
that, remaining so short a time, they have not 
an opportunity of becoming well acquainted with 
their duties, and a new man is appointed who is 
wholly unacquainted with them. Hence it is, 
I am under the impression that we ought not to 


increase the salary without also diminishing the 


outfit. If vou raise the salary so as to enable 
our diplom.tic agent to live as becomes the repre- 
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sentative of the country, it will be all that is neces- | 


of the outfit at least, leaving merely sufficient to 


convey him to his place of destination. It seems | 
to me, then, that the honorable Senator from New | 


Hampshire would better consult the interests of 
the country, and the interests of the representatives 


| sary for him, and you should take away a portion | 


} 
| 


of this Government hereafter to be appointed, if he | 


| would bring the whole subject before the Senate 


at the next session, and let the matter be carefully 


examined, and a bill passed placing the subject || necessarily involved in great expense, and is, in 


upon a proper foundation. I agree with the Sen- 


| ator from Ohio in one particular, that it is very 
| important that the selection of our foreign agents 


should be made from men of reasonable intelligence, 


| at least sufficient to enable them to discharge the 


duties devolved upon them with credit to themselves 
and the country; but so long as you give this stinted 


| compensation, you either necessarily force the Pres- 


ident to appoint persons who have large private 
fortunes to expend, or you throw the appointments 
upon those who make a job of it, and husband the 
little amount that is given them, and go abroad and 


live in a way which is not respectable in itself—at | 


least not becoming the representatives of a nation 


| like this—in a way which in a great degree unfits 
: them for the discharge of their duties as those du- 


ties should be discharged. If the Senator had had 
an opportunity of seeing and judging of this mat- 


seen the great difference resulting to the interests of 
the country from the discharge of the diplomatic 
duties of a representative of this Government as 


_ those duties should be discharged, and the way in | 
| which they are often compelled to be discharged for 


the want of an adequate compensation to enable the 
diplomatic agent to incur those expenses which are 
necessary to place him ina proper position for the 
discharge of his duties advantageously. You, sir, 
understand this matter—that association brings you 
into easy communication with those who can fur- 
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to repair the mischief. And I think that the want of 
sufficient compensation to our ministers abroad is 
encouraging a species of aristocracy in the lad, be- 
cause the appointments must be confined to those 
who have large fortunes, to the exclusion of per- 
sons having more merit but less wealth, simply 
because the latter are not able to expend the large 
sums of money, which are requisite to support 
the establishment of a foreign minister. Now, sir, 
with regard to the extravagance of those who go 
abroad. Are they extravagant? It cannot be, in 
the nature of things, unless they possess immense 
private estates, the revenue of which will enable 
them to expend more money, wherever they may 
be, than ordinarily falls to the lot of American cit- 
izens. | would be the last man to advocate such 

an allowance to our ministers abroad as would 

enabie them or induce them to attempt to imitate 

the profuse expenditures of some of the diplomatic 
agents of the countries of Europe. It is not neces- 

sary; it would not be proper; it would be highly 

improper for any diplomatic agent of this country 

to attempt to vie in profuseness of expenditure 

with the representatives of the monarchies of Eu- 

rope; it would show that he did not truly represent 
the genius of his Government; but he should 

be provided with sufficient means to enable him 
to maintain that standing which would place him 

upon a socials footing with those who have it 
in their power to be essentially useful to him. 

Sir, | do not believe, whatever the Senator from 

Ohio may say, that the American people have 
so little pride of character that they would wish 
the representatives of this Government to live 
meanly, below what is customary with ministers 
of standing and character. If he so lives, it is im- 
possible that he can be useful; and you might just 
as well send your despatches across the Atlantic in 
the mail steamer, to be delivered by your consal; 
it would have a better effect than to havea minister 
there who cannot live in the style in which a min- 
ister ought to live. I would be in favor of with- 
drawing all our foreign ministers rather than to 
subject the country to the degradation of having 
them so badly provided with the means of support 





| that they cannot live in a becoming manner. Still, 


as I asid last evening, I think it would be better that 
the honorable Senator should not press his amend- 
mentnow. There are agreat many chargés d’aflairs 
that are useless. A consul general would do just 
as well, as it is providing for persons who can do 
little or no service. A nation is judged of abroad 


| by the individuals by whom that nation is repre- 


sented, and it must be confessed that there have 
been a great many very bad specimens sent abroad 
as chargés. I think it would be far better to with- 
draw many of them, putting the business into the 
hands of the consul general; and by regulating the 


| outfit so as to cover the actual expense of travel, 


and regulating the salary of the minister who is 


| some cases, unable to encounter that expense, a 


great good will have been accomplished. 

I know by experience the expenses which a res- 
idence abroad necessarily requires. When the 
country was young we were represented in France 
by one of the ablest men the world ever saw. His 
ex penses, economical as he was, ata time, too, when 
everything was cheaper than at present, were twelve 
thousand dollars yearly. Atthe formation of the 
Government twelve thousand was the maximum 


| allowed; and sull we have gone on, although the 


_ expense of living is greatly increased, making no 


distinction, retaining the same amount to this day. 
We have made no discrimination between those 
that are expensive and those that are not. If you 


_ take Berlin or Madrid, the expense is not one-half 


it 


} 
| 


i 


| 
1} 
j 


| So greatas in France and England. The maiter 


' requires some alteration. Itis a duty which we owe 
ter by a residence abroad himself, he would have | 


to the interests of the country, to the people of this 
country, to send proper representatives abroad, 
and to pay them such compensation as will enable 
them to represent the Government to the best ad- 
vantage. I prefer, therefore, that the amendment 

oe not be pressed now; and I shall be prepared, 
if l ever have anything to do with it again, to vote 
for regulating the salaries of our ministers abroad 
so as to give them that fair compensation which 
will command the services of men of talent, and 
enable them, whether they have private fortunes 
or not, to live respectably. It is not worthy of this 


|| nish you with reliable information, so that if there | Republic te pursue any other course, for it is not 


be anything amiss, it can be corrected; whereas, if || always that talent is found to exist where wealth 
you have not early information, it may be too late || is most abundant. 
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Mr. HALE. Mr. President, the honorable Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, in the course of his re- 
marks lust evening, stated that he had never been 
abroad as a foreign minister, and never should be. 
ldo not mean to say quile so mu¢ h as that, for 
since I came here, and have seen what forcign 
ministers are made of, { think we are all in danger. 
But ft simply say that I shall not probably go for 
some time. | wantto say a single word in reference 
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|| where they would naturally become more or less 


toa single remark which fell from the honorable | 


Senator from Ohio—without his usual caution, | 
presume, for he not only weighs his words well 
generally, but gives us we ighty words. He said 
that if we want to raise the reputation of our diplo- 
matic corps abroad, it must be done by looking 
more to the character of the men sent than to the 
amount of there compensation. We must have 
respect to the men, and not to money. But when 
I look around this floor and see who have beensent 
to Russia, and who to France, | thought it was 
vain to look for bettet, for, as far as worth of 
character could go, it was vain to look further. So 
nich for that, Sir, I think it is perfectly idle, the 
idea ts absurd, with all deference to the honorable 
Senator from Ohio, But, sir, the remarks of the 
honorable Senators from Alabama and South Car- 
olita spoke to my mind the uniform language 
which I have always heard; and that is, that tie 
amount paid is notoriously inadeguate. And 1] 
trust [ may state a fact which occurred in connec- 
tion with one of our foreign ministers without 


offending any one. On one occasion of a festival of | 
some kind in London, in those times when it was | 


the custom to illuminate the houses of foreign min- 
isters on such public occasions, it was observed 
that the house of the American minister was only 
half illuminated; that one-half the building was 
sulldark. The inquiry arose, what does this mean? 


Why is it that on this festival this house is not tla. | 


minated like the rest? And the humiliating fact 


was then trumpeted through the streets of London | 


that the pay afforded to this minister by his eco- 


nomical Government would not allow him to hire | 


a whole house, and as he had the control of only 
half the house, he could illuminate no more of it. 
That fact came to me from a friend who was in 
London at the time. It is proposed to add six 
thousand dollars to the salary of our Minister to 
France, eight thousand to that of our Minister to 
Great Britain, and three thousand to that of our 


Minister to Russia, so as to make the whole in- | 
crease $20,000; and it seems to be admitted, Ldo not | 


say on all hands—but it seems to be admitted that 
the compensation is notoriously inadequate; but 
gentlemen think this is not the time to propose the 
remedy, and this ts not the place. I will only re- 
peat the remark, that the very Ume to act is when 
we discover the necessity of action; and if we act 
on it now, though the measure is lost, it will serve 
t» bring the matter before the country. I would 
simply add, that! believe that whoever has noticed 


the course of so humble an individual as myself | 


here, will have perceived that I have not been in 
favor of great and unnecessary salaries; but I be- 


lieve it is the poorest kind of economy to send our | 


representatives abroad with such a piuiful compen- 
sation as they receive, and without such a full 
compensation as & proper respect for our Govern- 
ment demands. 

| have proposed this amendment believing that 
this is the proper time; bat if we do not adopt the 
amendment, itis still desirable to have a vote on 
it, Which shall go out and call attention to the facts. 
I prefer that a vote be taken, and if the vote be ad- 
verse on the one to France, the rest shall be with- 
drawn. I have proposed this addition in this case, 
because it only makes the whole salary equal to 
the ordmary expenses of those in similar stauions 
living there. 

Nir. ALLEN. Mr. President, I wish to say one 
word. My friend from Alabama states that the 
effect of low salaries hitherto has been to abridge 
the time of the absence of ministers abroad, and to 
bring them home quick. Thatis undoubtedly true, 
sir. And I do not question the fact that ministers 
sent abroad return far more willingly with smail 
salaries, than they would with large salaries, and 
that, | hold, is one of the strongest arguments in 
favor of small salaries. During Gen. Washington’s 
Administration the Cabinet made a rule that no 
minister should be allowed to remain abroad more 
than four years. The reason for the rule was, that 
it was thought better that our ministers representing 
the country abroad should not be too long abroad, 


! 


| adhere to the old system. 


alienated from their country, and would be moved 
by feelings and ideas of the community by which 
they were surrounded. That was the reason given; 
and hence on one occasion one of our ministers— 
Mr. Middleton, perhaps, from South Carolina— 
was recalled, very much to his surprise, and felt 
confounded tll it was explained to him that the 
rule which the Cabinet had adopted did not allow 
a longer absence, and that he was recalled under 
the rule. 

If you increase these salaries so as to enable a 
minister to reside in great splendor abroad, just in 
proportion as the facilities are given for graufying 
his desires and tastes for extravagance, will he 
be incorporated with things abroad, and be more 
anxious to remain. Now, sir, my friend from Ala- 
bama has had such experience, and | have had none, 
and I think i shall never have any. But this argu- 
ment is on the ground, that the style of living is 
essential to a successful transaction of public busi- 
ness. 1 know that there are circumstances which 
must attend aman to make him successful abroad; 
for instance, it is necessary that the minister have 
direct intercourse with the sovereign. For that 
reason, we send men of the grade of ministers often- 
times when chargés d’atlaives would answer. It 
gives such importance in some courts, that the min- 


ister niay be admitted to the sovereign, whereas the | 
chargé would be admitted to the Secretary of State. | 


I recollect how it was with Commodore Porter 
when in Constantinople. He had been chargé; 
but, in thet capacity, could not be admitted to the 
presence of the Grand Sultan; and, in consequence, 
there was some embarrassment in the transaction 
of business. Well, it was proposed, and | think 
my friend from Missouri knows something about 


it, to give him a higher salary, and to give him a | 
full commission, with a salary of $9,000. I recol- | 
lect Commodore Porter said, No: Ll want to be | 
minister resident, with a salary of 96,000, because | 
that gives me a grade which will admit me to direct | 


intercourse with the sovereign, and saves me from 
the expense and trouble of that splendid style of 


living which I should be obliged to adopt, if L took | 


acommission of the firstrank. His commission was 


put, therefore, in an intermediate rank between the | 


first and second—that is to say, minister resident. 


Now, suppose we adopt something like the rule | 


which | referred to, that of recalling our ministers 
ata given period—as, for instance, once in four 
years. for the first year there is an outfit of 
$9,000 and a salary of $9,000, and also for the sec- 
ond and third a like salary of $9,000; for the fourth 
year a salary of $9,000, and an allowance for re- 
turn of 92,250; making an aggregate of $47,250, 


being an average salary of more than $11,000 per | 
‘That is the state of the case, which is | 


annum. 
double, within a fraction, what we give to the Sec- 
retary of State, who not only represents the ma- 
jesty of the Government at the Court of St. James, 


_ by his instructions to ministers, but in all the courts | 


in the world, and has large duties to perform at 
home besides. He gets 36,000. de has to sup- 
port his family out of this. I think we had better 
The Senator from New 
Hampshire spoke of my having made reference to 
the mode of increasing the respectability of those 
sentabroad. I only made a hypothetical sugges- 
tion. It was that, if our ideas of the proper char- 
acter of those who were appointed were founded on 
a right standard, these othces would be more likely 
to be filled by the appointment of suitable officers. 
The Senator thinks 1 ought to have been more 
guarded. There was no necessity for that observ- 
auion; for those two persons in this Chamber who 
have represented this country abroad are illustra- 
tions of the fact that there are men of the highest 


| character in the nation who can be prevailed upon 
| to accept these appointments with the present sal- 


ary. *There is, therefore, no necessity for any 
attempt to elevate the character of the nation by 
giving money or anything else. But 1am sure, 
that if a minister of the American Government 


_ were to undertake to indulge in the expenses of 
_wild extravagance, he would be more apt to be 


laughed at than admired. I think we had better 
try the old system a little longer; at all events, till 
we get clear of the national debt. 

Mr. NILES. 1 am very sorry to see the friends 
of the incoming Administration commencing a sys- 


| tem of raising the salaries of all public officers. 


That this is the intention, I think the people will 
not fail to discover; and will they not be apt to say, 





_ for the change, but I do not grieve a 
| for the benefit of the country; I trust 
and, with this view, I must say that | 
/nessed these several motions for incre 


| sincere in what I say—because I had 


| very sorry to witness it, and I wouk 


a eg Feb. 27, 


in the language of a distinguished Se 
this the entertainment to which we have | 

vited?’’ I am not one of those who eon cteig 
the change that has taken place. -- 


nator, “ Is 
1 in. 
Hain of 
I did not yor 
t il, it may be 
it wiil be: 
have wit. 

. ° . : : asing the 
salaries of public officers with sincere regrei—| = 
oF ety 


some conf. 


dence that my friends of the Whig party would be 
able to do something for the CounIrY, tocarry oy 
I 

some measures for the public good; but to beviy in 

aan elie wale ies . ei in 
this way, by providing for office-holders 
new missions, raising the salaries of th 
raising their grade—why, sir, it looks lb; 


’ Crealing 
e old and 
id, I am 


; . 7 oe . | advise my 
friends in this Senate to vote against all such 


| <6 ON. 
ositions, and not to show, at the close of thie Ad 

| ministration, sO great an anxiety to increase the 

- se the 


| expenses of the Government. Sir, l commend 


these 


| considerations to my friends on the other side of 
| the Chamber. I had one day hoped that they wou 
/enter upon their high duues under circumstances 
_ which would inspire public confidence; and they 


are aware that, without that confidence, they wi 


| have very little chance of success. | wish then) res. 
| sonable success. I hope they may secure the public 





| down within the first-four years. 


confidence, but this movement does not strenieihen 
that hope. I trust they may at least not break 
We know they 
were unfortunate eight years ago; they broke 
down suddenly. | hope they may not be thus up. 


| fortunate on this occasion, but that they may look 


to the interests of the country, and seck to deserve 


| the confidence of the people. But there is no worse 


way to secure that confidence than to commence 
their administration by an anxiety to make further 
provision for the officers of the Government, be- 
cause the Government does not belong to the office. 
holders; it is for the people and of the people, 
They should take care that the public do not be- 
come alarmed at the outset. This is not a great 


| revolution; it is not an overthow of the Demo- 


cratic party, and the induction of a government 
that is hostile in principle to the previous govern- 
ment; it is not an overthrow of the popular party, 
as has sometimes been the case in other countries; 
it is not the Stuarts that are coming into power; 
the country has no occasion to be alarmed; they 
have a right to have confidence in the integrity of 
the new set of men that are coming into power; but 
gentlemen should not exhibit thus early too great 
an anxiety for an increase of the honors and re- 
wards of office. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I shall vote against 
the amendment, though I doubt not, from the con- 
current testimony of those best acquainted with the 
subject, that the salaries of our ministers abroad 
are not adequate to the support of that style of 


| living which they are compelled to adopt to enable 


them to take care, iif the best manner, of the inter- 


| ests of the country which they represent. Butl 


think that this is not the proper mode of making 
provision, that it is not the way in which the sub- 


| ject should be brought before the Senate. It should 


undergo a proper investigation; and, I will say 
beforehand, that I do not think that, after any 
amount of investigation, I shall be inclined to voie 
for an increase of the salaries of our foreign minis- 
ters. I much prefer to leave the matter as it Is 10 
regard to salaries, and adopt the custom which 
prevails with other nations, of supplying our min- 
isters abroad with furnished houses. This would 
be a permanent investment, and our expenses 
would not be materially increased. ‘The relief 
which is sought by this proposition would be thus 
attained ina mode more economical to the Govern- 
ment, and quite as useful to the minister. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I thank the gentleman 
from Connecticut for what I really hold to be wise 
advice to this side of the Chamber. I believe that 
the members of this body could not take a more fatal 
step than to disregard that advice and vote for the 

roposition. How does it come before the Senate’ 

t has already been remarked that it does not come 
before us by any report, nor by any statement of 
facts, nor by any recommendation from any © 
the departments. Where, then, have we the ev 
dence which is to be laid before the country, 0” 
which to base our action? It does not exis 
Gentlemen will have to vindicate themselves up? 
the statements of the Senator from Alabama. 
And if I understand him, he does not attempt © 
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Se 
ee the manner in which it has come before the 
we"? There is wisdum in every word that the 
a stor from Connecticut has said. If the Whigs | 
merce their administration by showing—and 
“sre w which way the wind blows—that itis 
"leading object with them to increase salaries and 
sy nultiply the beneficiaries of this eleemosynary 
ee rn, as the Senator from ‘Tennessee denomi- 
ee the Government the other day—if that is to 
wen frat step in the march of the Whig party to 
she head of the Government, my word for it, the 
opie of this country will put their feet upon their 
a cks four years hence, and denounce them before 
half that time shall run out. Sir, it does indicate 
my mind a most lamentable ignorance of the 
white pulse of this country to make a movement 
res kind at a time like this. But, sir, it is not 
; Whig movement. Ido not know how to classify 
he centieman Who is the author of the proposition, | 
{ believe he is somewhat repudiated by all classes 
» this Chamber. ‘The basis of the proposition is 
not Whig, is Free-soil, and we are called on to em- 
brace it and bend our backs to it. : 

| hope we shall take the advice of the Senator 
from Connecticut. If | could only have my way— 
if | had the imperial power—I would say to all the 
employés of this Government, “ Servants, be con- | 
went with your wages;”’ and if they were not con- | 
ent, L would compel them to leave the employ- | 
ment, and give their places to better men. I would | 
do another thing if | had the power: I would say | 
to those who are coming from all points of the | 
compass to this Capitol for the purpose of obtain- 
ing office, “Go home, and when you are wanted 
you will be sent for.”’ L would institute an inquiry 
into the qualifications and character of individuals, 
and when I had found such as were suitable and 
worthy to hold office | would bring them forward. 
Sir. [hope we will take the advice of the Senator 
from Connecticut. 1 intend to take it for my own 
nart; others can do as they please. But let us not, 
by adopting this, make ita Whig measure. 

Mr. HALE. Lregret that the Senator should 
experience any practical inconvenience in finding 
a Senator in this Chamber who is not colored, 
marked, or branded, so that he can tell what he is. 
And, sir, he reproaches me for the paucity of our 
numbers, when at the same time he declares that 
we are increasing at the rate of a hundred per 
cent. perannum. But I can tell the Senator that | 
if we are not so numerous, we are older in point 
of history than another party which has just come 
into power, the ‘Taylor party. And I think if he 
will put down their numbers and our ages, he will 
find that they will counterbalance each other; and 
by and by, if we are increasing at the rate of a 
hundred per cent., it will be necessary for the Sen- | 
ator to puta mark upon us,’so as to know how 
many we are; but as at present we have no over- 
wers, We can act upon our own judgment, and if 
itis very difficult, as the Senator says, to tell where 
we belong, we have at least the advantage of being 
in this position—we have sometimes the privilege | 
of voting according to our own judgments. And 
let me tell the Senator I remember an occasion on 
which, when an important subject was pending in 
the Legislature of a State, and the vote was about 
to be taken, a man that was marked came up to 
his brother members in haste, and asked, what did 
the caucus determine in regard to this question? 
He was told that they had not taken any vote 
upon it. Well, he said, | am rélieved; I can vote 
as | like for once. Now, if there be anything in- 
convenient to the Senator from Kentucky in the 
fact of having no distinctive mark, f think that 
inconvenience is counterbalanced by the advantage 
of being able to vote independent of caucus deter- 
mination. If the Senator and his friends were in 
that condition, my word for it, they would feel all 
the better for it. 

Mr. BUTLER. When this subject was before 
the Senate last night it had nothing like a party 
aspect. It was discussed fairly, and Senators on all 
sides expressed themselves without regard to con- 
siderations of a party character. This morning, 
gentlemen, however, on all sides seem to appre- 
hend that it is a Whig measure. I do not believe 
it; but I will say, that if 1 were satisfied it was so, 
and | had the testimony of gentlemen who have 
been abroad in the character of diplomatic agents 
ofthis Government that the salaries paid to our 
foreign ministers are too small, | should not be de- 
erred from consulting the honest convictions of 
my judgment because gentlemen choose to give it | 


} 
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a party character. And [ now give notice that, 
when It comes properly before the Senate in the 
shape of a bill, | shall move to reduce the salary 
of our minister to Chili from nine to six thousaud 
dollars. lam satisfied, with other Senators who 
have spoken, that this is not the place for the in- 
troduction of such an amendment as this for grad- 
uating the salaries of our foreign ministers; and | 
take occasion to say that many amendments have 
been incorporated into this bill which I think are 
entirely incongruous, but the responsibility is not 
mine. The very moment that amendments have 
been offered that were calculated to embarrass the 
bill, 1 have opposed them, but when I saw that 


| they continued to be adopted by the Senate, I ac- 





quiesced, and I shall go on now and shall vote for 
the amendment of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. {do not know whether he introduces it by 
advice or not—whether it be the hands of iKsau, 
butthe voice of Jacob 

Mr. HALE. ‘There was no Jacob, nor Esau, 
nor Ishmael, that said anything about it. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then | understand that the 
Senator introduced it of his own volition, and had 
not the advice or coéperation of any one. | am 
satisfied that the salaries of our ministers in Eng- 
land, France, and Russia ought to be raised; and, 
although this is not the proper mode of doing ut, 
I shall not hesitate to vote in favor of the propo- 
sition, for I believe that justice requires it. 

Mr. FOOTE. After the information which has 
been laid before the Senate by the Senator from 
Alabama and others, | would decidedly have been 
inclined to increase the salaries of our foreign min- 
isters, by some proper provision for that purpose, 
without requiring any further information on the 
subject; but, whilst | am thus willing to vote for an 
increase of compensation for our ministers abroad, 
for the reasons that have been so well stated by 





| Senators here; and whilst | am as willing to vote 


for such increase at the present momentas | would 
be even if the Democratic party had been success- 
ful in the Presidential election, yet the enormity 
of this proposition is such that L cannot give it my 
sanction for a single instant. 

Mr. RUSK. My vote upon this subject shall 
not be determined by any party considerations. 


| I shall vote against the proposition, not because | 


do not think the salaries of many of our foreign 
ministers entirely too low; IL believe they are too 
low, and whenever Congress chooses to take the 
subject into consideration, | shall cast my vote to 
increase them; for | think it is false economy to- 
send our foreign ministers without a proper com- 
pensation. But this amendment proposes to change 
a system which has been pursued for forty years, 
lam not prepared to do this, and that in an amend- 


| ment to an appropriation bill, and at the close of 


the session. If this matter came properly up, hav- 
ing been looked into by a committee, and a bill re- 
ported to put these salaries upon a proper footing, 
where justice would be done to the smallest as well 
as to the largest, | should cheerfully vote not only 
fer an increase, but for a liberal increase. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I rise to say a very few 
words. My impression is, that a revision of the 
whole of the subject is necessary. I think there 
ought to be a special salary for each court, because 
there are a great variety of circamstances that serve 
to increase the expenses; but this is a thing which 
ought to be done after a very careful examination 
of the subject. It ought to be examined by a 


special committee—za committee raised for that ex- | 
Under these circumstances | can- | 


press purpose. 


not vote for the proposition. It has been pre- 


sented without a particle of information, as far as | 


I can learn—taken up | suppose barely upon indi- 
vidual assertion, at a late period of the session, 
when there is no ume ‘ examine it here or in the 
other House. 1 hope the proposition will not re- 
ceive the sanction of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. As the expression of the sense of 
the Senate seems to be that this subject requires 


examination by a commitiee, and that there is not | portant that we should have a commercial agent 


, at these islands, in order to effect some treaty with 


sufficient time to act upon it now, on the sugges- 
tion of the Senator from Texas, and the Senator 
from South Carolina, I will withdraw the amend- 
ment, and give notice that I will renew it, if I 
should live, at the next session. 

The amendment was accordingly withdrawn. 


Mr. WESTCOTT moved to amend the bill by 


inserting the following: 
For buoys at Nassau river, on the coast of Georgia, $1,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


BE. _ 


i 
i 
i} 





603 

Mr. WESTCOTT' moved to amend the bill by 
inserung a new section, providing for the payment 
of certain sams to reimburse the State of Georgia, 
for payment for losses caused to Mr. Jarnigan by 
Indian hostilities. 

Mr. ATHERTON opposed the amendment, as 
relating to a private claim. 

Mr. ATCHISON defended it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, and Mr. BER- 
RIEN also advocated the amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS opposed it, and asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken and decided—yeas 
8, nays 39—as follows: q 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Berrien, Rorland, Breese, John- 


son of Loutsiana, Jolinson of Georgia, Mangam, and West- 
cou—t. 


NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Baldwjn, Bradbury, Bright, 
Caihoun, Cameron, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Mississipypn, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Dhix, Dmige ot fowa, Downes, Fe leh, 
Fitzpatrick, Foote, Greene, Haile, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, 
Johnson of Maryland, Jones, King, Mason, Mitler, Nake %, 
Pearce, Phelps, Kusk, Spruanee, Sturgeon, Ture y, Under- 
wood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and VY ulee—39. ae 


So the amendment was rejected, 


Mr. FOOTE moved to amend the bill by alter- 
ing the compensation to the inspectors of the pen- 


itentiary, in the District of Columbia, by increasing 
the amount. : a 
Mr. CAMERON opposed the amendment, and 
stated that there was a necessity for retrenching the 
system. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, moved to amend the bill by inserting an 
appropriation of $6,000 for printing a catalogue of 
the Library; which was agreed to. 

Mr. P. also moved to amend, by inserting an 


| appropriation of $15,000 for completing the publi- 


cauion of the works of the Exploring Expedition, 
&c.; which was agreed to—ayes 27, noes not 
counted, 

Mr. P. also moved to amend, by inserting an 
appropriation of $4,000 for certain alterations in 
the document room and post office of the Senate, 
and the circular room on the upper floor of the 
Capitol; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KING moved to reconsider the vote of last 
evening, on the subject of the custody of the ar- 
chives in Florida; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the amendment was 
then renewed in a modified form, and agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGHT- moved to amend by inserting an 
appropriation of $20,000 for the payment of com- 
missions to the depositaries of the public moneys; 


' which was agreed to. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa, moved to amend the bill 
by inserting an appropriation of $16,000 for com- 
pleting the geological survey of the mineral lands 
in Wisconsin, Michigan, and Arkansas; which wae 
agreed to. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to amend the bill by 
inserting an appropriation of $100,000 for com- 
pensation for mileage to Senators, &c.; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ATHERTON also moved an amendment, 
inserting an appropriation of $3,893 60, to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriation for books; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON moved an amendment, insert- 
ing an appropriation of $250, to pay for some work 
in the State Department; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KING moved to amend the item relating to 
the salary of a commissioner to the Sandwich 
Islands, by striking out the words “for the salary 
of a commissioner, three thousand dollars,” and 
inserting ‘“* for salary and outfit, six thousand dol- 
lars.” 

On this Mr. K. said, if the gentleman appointed 
to this office had been called a chargé d’affatres, he 
would have received a salary of four thousand five 
hundred dollars and an outfit; but, inasmuch as he 
has been called a commissioner, no provision has 
been made with reference to his outfit. It is im- 


| their inhabitants, as they are great recruiting depéts 
| for our whalemen. ‘To negotiate a commercial 
treaty, securing us proper advantages, it is neces- 
| sary that we should have a diplomatic agent there, 
| who should be well provided for, in order to effect 
the purposes of such an embassy. In the charac- 
ter of a commissioner, he will doubtless perform 
the duties of a chargé d’affaires; as in the case of 


|, Mr. Niles, who was sent to Austria as tobacco 
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agent. He was not a chargé d’affaires, and yet he 
was allowed an outfit of four thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. This rate of compensation proposed 
by my amendment received the recommendation 
of the committee of which I am a member. 

Mr. ATHERTON. I believe the allowance 
alluded to by the Senator from Alabama as made 
to Mr. Niles was an allowance made to him after 
his return, by Congress, who fixed upon the usual 
sum given to a chargé d’affaires as a proper com- 

vensation to him on account of his services in 
et negotiated a treaty. It is not to be sup- 
posed that all commissioners are to be allowed an 
outfit. I am not aware of any instance of a com- 
missioner, a8 such, having been allowed an outfit. 
I am opposed to commencing a custom of allowing 
our commissioners outfits. Perhaps the reason 
why this officer was appointed as a commissioner 
was, to avoid the expense of an outfit, when he 
answers the purposes sought to be attained just 
as. well as a chargé d’affaires. 

Mr. CAMERON. ‘This is the commencement 
of a new foreign mission. ‘The gentleman who 
has been appointed, no doubt, is thankful for his 
situation. He has not yet left this country, and 
now you are about giving bim a bonus which he 
never expected to receive—forcing him to receive 
an outfit. When we have a foreign minister in a 
certain place, pay him the regular salary due him; 
but do not pay this commissioner—who may be 
verfectly able to discharge the duties of an am- 
Cte ai salary of a foreign minister. 

Mr. KING. Senators should bear in mind that 
this individual goes out in the character of a diplo- 
matic agent, to negotiate treaties for this Govern- 
ment; and | would ask what justice there Is in 
excluding him from the allowance you give to 
chargé d’affaires, and which you granted in the 
case of Mr. Niles, merely because he has received 
the official name of commissioner? Mr. Niles was 
sent out as a commissioner to Austria and nego- 
tiated a treaty—the same as this gentleman is em- 
powered to do—and received the outfit of a chargé 
d’affaires. ‘This gentleman is your diplomatic 
agent, and it is necessary that you should prop- 
erly prepare him, in a pecuniary way, for his res- 
idence—for the benefit of your citizens if nothing 
else—in these distant isles of the ocean. 

Mr. CAMERON. I listened very attentively 
last evening to the remarks of the Senator from 
Alabama, although I did not agree with him upon 
sending a minister to the Court of France. If thie 
remarks be made with reference to an outfit of a 
minister to the Court of France were true, do they 
not apply with equal force to the Court of Hono- 
lulu? He stated that the salary of foreign minis- 
ters should be graduated according to the expense 
necessary in keeping an establishment that would 
do justice to the character and reputation of our 
Government. Now, your minister will want no 
coaches—no liveried footmen—no splendid dresses 
at Honolulu; he will be put to no extraordinary 
expense in entertaining the best society of the 
*« Isles.’? He can illuminate his house without 
any great expense, as oil is to be had in abund- 
ance, {laughter.} The great reason in my mind 
why this increase of compensation should not be 
allowed is, that this gentleman was very glad to 
get the situation—made great exertions to get it— 
with its present rate of salary. After he shall have 
gone there, if he performs extraordinary services 
for the Government, there will be enough of gen- 
tiemen here willing to increase his compensation. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. 1 hope this allowance will 
be granted, for | happen to know that the late 
commissioner to the Sandwich Islands lost money 
by his appointment—his salary was not equal to 
his expenses. There is no very magnificent court 
at Honolulu, but if the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania supposes that the inhabitants of the Sand- 
wich Isles are barbarians, he is mistaken; they are 
a civilized people. It is important to have a man 
there who will carry out our interests Jn every 
vossible manner. And I ask the Senator from 
Reomaianiiin if he would be willing to go six 
thousand miles to an island in the Pacific Ocean to 
stay only one year for three thousand dollars? [ 
think not. 

‘The hour of four having arrived, the Senate took 
a recess. 
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EVENING SESSION, 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, the pending ques- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


tion being on the amendment to appropriate $3,000 
for an outfit to the Commissioner to the Sandwich 
Islands. On this, and on an amendment to the 
amendment to give a similar outfit to Mr. Anthony 
Ten Eyck, late Commissioner to, these Islands, 
a discussion arose, in which Mr. KING, Mr. 
FELCH, Mr. HAMLIN, Mr. HUNTER, Mr. 
DIX, Mr. CAMERON, Mr. DOUGLAS, Mr. 
WESTCOTT, and Mr. DAVIS of Massachusetts, 
took part. The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

On the amendment the yeas and nays were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 9, nays 38. So the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. DIX offered an amendment to appropriate 
$8,100 to pay to the widow of the late Commodore 
De Kay the balance of the expenses incurred in 
fitting out the frigate Macedonian, to carry provis- 
ions to the suffering poor of lreland: on which a 
debate arose, in which Mr. DIX, Mr. YULEE, 
Mr. BADGER, Mr. BUTLER, Mr. DAVIS of 


Massachusetts, Mr. MILLER, Mr. DAYTON, | 


Mr. FOOTE, Mr. RUSK, and Mr. DICKINSON, 
participated. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Library Committee, 
submitted an amendment to appropriate $20,00uU 
for the purchase of the remaining books, papers, 


&c., of the late General George Washington, and | 


a like sum for the purchase of the manuscripts of 
the late James Monroe, that they may be depos- 
ited in the Department of State. After an expla- 
nation from Mr. P., it was agreed to. 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved to insert an item of 
$2,500, to pay the expenses of a recent arbitration 
in relation to some disputed church property in 
Florida, to which the General Government was a 
party. It was agreed to. 

Mr. CLARKE moved the insertion of an item 
of $300, to reimburse the expenses of Mr. Robert 
Beale, who, by direction of the Secretary of State, 
proceeded into Virginia to inform Mr, ‘Tyler, Vice 
President of the United States, of the death of 
President Harrison, in 1841. Agreed to. 


An amendment otlered by Mr. FELCH, making || 


an appropriation of $10,000 for correcting errone- 
ous and defective surveys of Michigan, was agreed 
to 


‘An amendment by Mr. BORLAND, to increase | 
the salary of the chief clerk in the Pension Office, | 


was not agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved the in- | 


sertion of an item of $500 for the services of Judge 
Cranch, of the District of Columbia, in appeal 
cases from the decisions of the Commissioner of 
Patents. 

After discussion, which was participated in by 


Messrs. DAVIS of Massachusetts, CAMERON, | 
BADGER, BERRIEN, and others, the amend- | 


ment was rejected. 
Mr. DAYTON moved to insert an item of $5,000 


for the purchase of Catlin’s gallery of paintings || 


and Indian curiosities, being one year’s instalment 
of $50,000, to be paid in ten years. 

After debate, in which Messrs. DAYTON, 
ATHERTON, WEBSTER, BERRIEN, HUN- 
TER, FOOTE, BORLAND, BUTLER, UN- 


DERWOOD, and DAVIS of Mississippi, took | 


art— 
' Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered, and were—yeas 23, nays 25. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved tthe insertion of an 
itern of $1,500 for the employment of a person to 
pursue the examination of claims under the act for 
the armed occupation of Florida. Agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, an amend- 
ment was made, of which wedid not distinctly hear 
the purport. 

On the motion of Mr. TURNEY, an amendment 
was adopted to continue for specific duties three 
temporary clerks in the General Land Office. 

On the motion of Mr. NILES, additional com- 
pensation was allowed to messengers in the Post 


Office Department, to place them on the same foot- || 


ing with messengers in other departments. 
ir. NILES moved to insert an item of $2,250 
for compensation of Mr. S. R. Hobbie, as special 
agent to Europe, to make arrangements for the 
United States mails. 
Afteradebate, in which Messrs. NILES, JOHN- 
SON of Louisiana, JOHNSON of Geo., ALLEN, 
RUSK, PHELPS, and FOOTE, took part, the 


| amendment was rejected, 


Mr. YULEE moved to amend by inserting an 
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| item of $2,000 for extra services for two ve 
|| the Surveyor General of ida: ee of 
ae y veral of Florida; which Was re. 
Other amendments by Mr. YULERF 
PHELPS were also rejected. i end Mr. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate. 
10; o’clock, the Senate adjourned. muna Gand as 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Tvuespay, February 27, 1849. 
| TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved 


‘| Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, by leay 
| offered the following resolution; which was a 
| and agreed to: vane 


| Resolved, That the following be ad 


ded to the joj 
|| of the two Houses, to go into operation if sppreveat wie 
|| Senate: 'Y the 


| 23. Private bills from the Seng in C tee af 
Whole House in the an of mo, : ed 

| bills from the House of Representatives, in the s ao 
be placed first in order on the calendar of the ty 
and those bills to which there shall be no objecti 

| first considered. 

| Mr. HALL, of Missouri, by leave, presented a 

_memorial of the Legislature of the State of Mis. 

|| Souri to Congress, praying a grant of land for the 
| construction of the Hannibal and St. Joseph rail. 

| road. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of the State 

of Missouri, on the subject of a geological survey 
| of the State of Missouri; which were laid o1j the 

|, table and ordered to be printed. 

DUTIES IN MEXICO. 

| Mr. TOOMBS asked leave to report a bill from 

| the select committee on the imposition of duties in 

| Mexico, accompanied by a report in writing, 

| Mr. WENT WORTEL Is that report in order? 

| I object to it, because | want the committees called 

| inorder. I have no objection to that particular 

|| réport. 

! Mr. TOOMBS. I move to make the bill the 

| special order for to-morrow. 

|| The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 

| the reception of the report is objected to. 

| Mr. TOOMBS. Then I move a suspension of 

| the rules, to allow me to make the report. 

| Mr. McCLERNAND. [hope my friend from 

 Hlinois will not persist in his objection. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I hope the gentleman 
(Mr. Toomss] will modify his motion so as to 
| suspend the rules for the reception of reports gen- 
erally. ‘ 

Mr. BURT desired to make a suggestion to 
| gentlemen on the othér side, viz: that all the com- 
| mittees be called. ‘There was a great deal of mat- 
|| terin the possession of the committees, which gen- 
_Uemen might have no other opportunity to report. 

Mr. TOOMBS. This isa ST unanimously re- 

ported by the select committee, and it is necessary 
| that it should pass, or the Government cannot— 
| [The remainder of the sentence was inaudible to 
| the reporter. ] . 

| ‘The question was taken, and the motion to sus- 
| pend the rules was rejected. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH ealled for the regular 
order of business—the reception of reports from 
| the committees. 


| On motion of Mr. HALL, of Missouri, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 
| charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
| Heinrich Lange and others, and that it be laid upou the 
| table. 


eNALe, shall 
vo Houses ; 
ON shall be 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

|~ Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, to whom was referred the petition of David 
| A. Ely, James and Isham B. Dodson, C. W. 
| Harden, reported a bill for the relief of David A. 
_ Ely and others, accompanied by a report in writ- 
ing; which bill was read twice, committed, and the 
| biil and report printed. 

| Mr. H. also, from the same committee, re- 
| ported a bill to provide for the sale of certain lands 
an the State of Ohio, accompanied by a report in 
| writing; which bill was read twice, committed, and 
|| the bill and report ordered to be printed. 

| Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to whom 
|| was referred the bill from the Senate entitled ** An 
| act for the relief of Cadwalader Wallace,” reported 
| the same back without amendment, accompan 

| by areport in writing; which was committed, and 
| the report ordered to be printed. 

| «Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the same com- 
| mittee, to whom was referred the memorial of the 
|, Board of Supervisors of the county of Monroe, 
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Michigan, for a grant of land, made an adverse | 
report thereon ; which was laid upon the table, and | 
ordered to be printed. : 
Mr. EVANS also, from the same committee, | 
reported a bilt for the relief of Solomon Davis; | 
which was read twice and ordered to be engrossed 
and read the third time; and being engrossed, was 
sccordingly read the third timeand passed, and sent | 
to the Senate for concurrence. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the same com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the petition of Wil- 
jiam C. Jones, of Jefferson county, lowa, praying | 
for a grant of land, in consideration of the money 
he has expended and the services he has rendered | 
to the Democratic party, made an adverse report | 
thereon; which was laid on the table and ordered 


to be printed. 

Mr. COBB also, from the same committee, to | 
whom was referred the bill for the relief of certain 
settlers on the 16th section, in township 21 north, 
range 11 east, Ouachita land district, Louisiana, | 
reported the same back to the House without 
amendment, accompanied by a report in writing; 
which was committed, and the bill and report or- 
dered to be ae 

Mr. COBB also, by unanimous consent, in pur- 
suance to previous notice, obtained leave and intro- 
duced the following bill: 


A BILL to reduce and graduate the price of the public 
lands to actual settlers and cultivators. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That all the public lands of the United States which 
pave been offered for sale for three years or more, shall, to 
actual settlers and cultivators, be subject to entry at one 
dollar per acre, until the first day of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty; all then remaining unsold shall 
be subject to entry at seventy-five cents per acre, until the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two ; 
all then rewaining unsold shall be subject to entry at fifty 
cents peracre, until the first day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-four; all then remaining unsold shall be | 
subject to entry at twenty-five cents per acre, until the first | 
day of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six; and | 
all then remaining unsold shall thereafter be subject to entry 
al twelve and a half cemts per acre. | 

Sec 2. Jind be it further enacted, That all public lands 
which have been, or may hereafter be, offered for sale shall, 
at the expiration of three years from the date of offering, be 
subject to the same system of graduation, entry, and session 
as is prescribed in the foregoing section: Provided, That no 
one person under the provisions of this act shall be autho- | 
rized to purchase more than one half section at the two low- 
est rates, thatis to say, at twenty-five and twelve and a half 
ceuts per acre. | 

sec. 3. wind be it further enacted, That upon every reduc- | 
tion in price uader the provisions of this act, the occupant- 
and setters upon the lands shall have the right of preémp- 
tion atsuch graduated prices, which right shall extend toa 
period of One year {rom and atter the daie, When the respects 
we occupants and settlers within that period shall be liable 
w be enteréd or purchased by any other person, until the 
next graduation or reduction shall take place; and, if not 
so purchased, shall again be subject to right of preémption 
Driwelve months as before, and so on from time to time as 
reductions take place: Provided, That nothing contained in 
this act shall be construed to interfere with any right which 
has acerued, or may accrue, by virtue of any act granting 
preéinption to actual setlers upon public lands. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person apply- 
ing toenter any of the aforesaid Jands, under the provisions 
of this act, shall be required to make affidavit before the 
fegister or receiver of the proper land office, that be or she 
enters the same for his or her own use, and for the purpose 
of actual settlement and cultivation, or for the use of an ad- 

joing farm or plantation owned or oecupied by him or 
herself; and, together with said entry, he or she has not ac- 
quired from the United States, under the provisions of this 
act, more than three hundred and twenty acres, according 
to the established surveys. And if any persons taking such 
affidavits shall swear falsely in the premises, he or she shall 
be subject to all the pains and penalties of perjury. — 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That where there are 
nO settlements made upon any public lands of the United 
Slates, which have been offered for sale, for the time speci- 
fied in this act, then it may be lawful for any person or per- 
sons to enter guarantees not to exceed one quarter section, 
under the provisions of this act. 


On motion of Mr. COBB, it was ordered that 
the said bill be laid upon the table and printed. 


_ Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands, to whom was referred the bill from the 
Senate entitled ‘* An act to grant to the Atlantic 
and Gulf Railroad Company the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States,” 
reported the same back to the House without 
amendment. 

Thereupon, the said bill was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr BOTTS moved that the vote be reconsidered 
by which the said bill was passed, which motion 
Was postponed for the present. 


FREEDOM OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. | 
_ Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- | 





lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill to discour- |: 





| Wisconsin river reservation in the State of Wis- 
| consin; which was read twice, and ordered to be 


| read the third time and passed, and sent to the 


age speculation in the public lands, and to secure | 
homes thereon to actual settlers and cultivators, 
reported the same back to the House without 
amendment. 

Mr. GREELEY. This is the bill which I in- 
troduced at an early day, upon notice given on the 
second day of the session. It is the only bill which 
has been before the Committee on Public Lands 
this winter, proposivg to recognize, in any form, 
the principle that a man is entitled to live some- 
where, although he has no money wherewith to 
buy land to live on. This bill asserts this prin- 
cipie in the meekest and least exceptionable man- 
ner. It respects the pledges solemnly made of the 
proceeds of our public lands to secure the payment 
of our Mexican war loans. ‘The fee of every acre 
of the public lands will remain in the United Siates, 
under the provisions of this bill, until it shall have 
been purchased and paid for by the holder. And, 
while it thus guards the interests of the whole 
country, it secures a home to every one who will 
claim it, without money and without price. Such 
are the general characteristics of this bill. Its ma- 
terial provisions are as follows: 

1. Every citizen or applicant for citizenship is 
authorized by this bill to claim and settle upon 
any quarter-section of the public lands subject to | 
private entry at the minimum price, receiving a | 
certificate of right of preémption thereto for seven 
years thereafter. 

2. At any time during those seven years, upon 
giving due proof that he has improved, cultivated, 
built a dwelling upon, and now actually inhabits 
that quarter-section, and is the owner or claimant 
of no other land whatsoever, he (or she) shall be 
entitled (if a single person) to a nght of unlimited 
occupancy to forty acres of said tract, or (if the 
married head of a family) toa like nght of occu- 
pancy to any legal subdivision of eighty acres 
thereof, to be his without payment, and to pass to 
his heirs or assigns, who are owners or claimants 
of not more than one hundred and sixty acres of | 
land, this included. 

3. The balance of the one hundred and sixty 
acres covered by preémption, as aforesaid, may be 


| purchased by the legal occupant at any time within 


the seven years’ existence of the preémption, at 


| the present minimum price of one dollar and a 
| quarter per acre, with legal interest thereon from 


the date of preémption. If not so purchased, it | 
will be open to preémption or purchase by any 
other person, as aforesaid. 

4. Any person may purchase, at the present | 
legal minimum, any quantity of the public lands, 


| making affidavit that he requires the same, and | 


the whole of it, for his own use and improvement, | 


' but any person failing or neglecting to make and | 


file such affidavit, shail be charged, and shail pay, 
for whatever land he may buy, the minimum price | 
of five-dollars per acre. | 

Such, in substance, is the bill submitted by me, 
and now before the House, which the Committee 
on Public Lands have reported tg be summarily | 
dismissed. 1 shall not tax the time of the House | 
with any argument in its favor, for which there is | 
now no time. | simply ask the yeas and nays on | 
the rejection of the bill. 

Mr. GOGGIN interposed a motion, that the bill 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. GREELEY. I ask the yeas and nays on 


| that motion. 


{Only about twenty members rising to second | 
the call for the yeas and nays, they were not or- | 
dered; and the bill, by a viva voce vote, was laid 


| on the table.] 1 


Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill in relation to the Fox and | 





engrossed; and being engrossed, was accordingly | 


; 


Senate for concurrence. 


Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to whom |) 


was referred the bill from the Senate enutled ** An | 


| act to grant to the State of Illinois a right of way 
| through the public lands of the United States, and | 
| for other purposes,”’ reported the same back to the | 


House, without amendment. 


The question being upon the third reading of - 


| the bill— 4 
Mr. COLLAMER proceeded to make a few re- | 


marks in explanation of the character of the bill, 
and in favor of its objects. , 
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and asked Mr. C. so to modify the bill as to extend 
its provisions to all the States. 

Mr. COLLAMER said he had no authority so 
todo. The committee had not so instructed him. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 


CALIFORNIA TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT. 


So the House again resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
resumed the consideration of the bill to establish 
the territorial government of Upper California. 

Mr. ROMAN, who addressed the committee in 
part last night, resumed his remarks on the subject 
of the tariff, and had not concluded when, under 
the order of the House, yesterday adopted, all de- 
bate on the bill terminates. 

The committee then proceeded to vote. 

The pending question was on the motion here- 
tofore made by Mr. Cuarman, of Maryland, to 
strike out the first section of the bill. ‘ 

Mr. CHAPMAN now withdrew that motion. 

‘The bill was then considered by sections. 

_ The twelfth section of the bill being under cor- 
sideration, in the words following, to wit: 

Sec, 12. “nd be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of 
said territory shall be entitled to enjoy ail and singular the 
rights, privileges, and advantages granted and secured to 
the people of the territory of the United States northwest 
of the river Ohio, by tire articles of compact contained in 
the ordinance for the government of said territory, on the 
thirteenth day of July, seventeen hundred and eighty-seven 
and shall be subject to ail the conditions, restrictions, and 
prohibitions in said articles of compact imposed upon the 
people of said territory. 

Mr. SAWYER moved that it be stricken out. 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded tellers on that 
motion, 

Mr. SAWYER said, he desired to say a very 
few words in explanation. He had made the 
motion on the ground that he did not recognize 
the right of Congress to say what kind of lawa 
should be passed by the people of this territory, 
provided they were republican, as submitted to 
the investigation of Congress. Congress had no 
right to say that the people there should or should 
not pass this or the other law. He believed that 
if Congress had power to say that slavery should 
not exist in the territory, it had power to say that 
it should exist. He insisted that Congress had 
no power at all, either in the Constitution or that 
was implied, that could give them this right. If 
the people of this territory, after they were organ- 
ized, should see proper to pass a law prohibiting 
slavery, they should have his hearty assent and 
coéperation. If he should happen to be a mem- 
ber of this body at such a time, and should be 
called upon to sanction that law, he would do so. 
if, on the other hand, the people should think 

yroper to pass a law providing that slavery should 

e established there, and such should appear to be 
the wish of the people, that law also should re- 
ceive his’ hearty assent and coéperation. They 
were the most capable of judging what laws should 
govern them, and what was best for their benefit. 
He was not willing to force upon them the laws 
which they should or should not pass. He had 
therefore submitted his motion to strike out, in 
order to leave to the people the disposition of these 
matters, which belonged to them. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, (to the Chair.) I be- 
lieve the proposition is now to strike out the 12th 
section of the bill. - 

Moe CHAIRMAN having answered affirma- 
tively— 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, he believed that a 
motion to amend had precedence over a motion to 
strike out. 

He would therefore move to strike out so much 
of the section as followed the words “ eighty- 
seven.”’ 

Mr. McC., in explanation, said he would not 
go into the question of the power of Congress over 
the subject of slavery in the Territories; he bad 


expressed himself upon that question, and his 


views were unchanged. He would limit himself 


| to a practical view of the measure. 


It would be remembered that the agitation of 
slavery had delayed the extension of civil govern- 
ment to Oregon for several years; and it was known 
that the aggravations of that agitation would be 
attended with more destructive effects in relation 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed, | to New Mexico and California. At the last session 
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of Congress this House had passed one or more 
measures for the extension of civil government to 
those Territories, which uniformly failed in the 
Senate, in conse quence of the incumbrance of the 
** Wilmot proviso.”” The two Houses were con- 
stituted now as they were then; and it was well 
known that no measure containing the ** proviso’’ 
could become a law. All would concede this. 
Well; the practical question arose, whether we 
would pass a bill without the ** proviso,’’ or do 
nothing? whether we would give the people of 
California a government stripped of the ** proviso,” 
or leave them in a state of confusion and anarchy? 
That was the real question. Information had 
reached us that our brethren in California were in 
a lawless and perilous state® The President had 
informed him that he had lately received authentic 
intelligence from that country advising him of the 
murder of a Mr. Reed, his wife, and five children, 
and two domestics, by lawless men. This Mr. 
Keed had probably emigrated from Illinois a few 
years ago, leaving respectable relatives in that 
Site. ‘Those who should defeat any government 
for those ‘Territories, would be morally responsi- 
ble before God and man for the violence and evils 
which should afflict our brethren there. Upon 
their heads innocent blood would rest; upon them 
the “damned spot’? would canker. Mr. McC. 
would vote for any practicable measure proper to 
extend governments to our exposed brethren. He 
would vote against the * proviso;’’ but if a bill 
could not be passed without its incarporation, he 


would even vote for such a bill—looking steadily | 


to the chance of some sort of government for those 
territories, Z 

New Mexico and California had cost us no in- 
considerable blood and treasure; those territories 
were the trophies of a just and brilliant war; they 
teemed with mineral resources, and were desirable 
for their climate, sail, and agricultural capabilites, 
They were necessary to the compactness and sym- 
metry of our geographical position extending from 
ocean to ocean. ‘The bay of San Francisco was 
one of the finest harbors in the world, capable of 
floating the navies of all the nations of the earth 
in safety. Upon that bay a great city was to 
spring up, which should become the mart of the 
whale fisheries of the North Pacific; of a large 
share of the commerce between Europe and Asia; 
and of course of North American commerce seek- 
ing markets in the Eastern World. There were 
those now living who would see a railroad com- 
munication traversing our territories from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific. Now, if it should happen 
that we should lose these invaluable acquisitions 
by withholding from them civtl government in 
consequence of a willful and perverse tenacity 
about the Wilmot proviso, they who should be 
instrumental in producing this result would have 
a fearful responsibility to answer for—they would 
be answerable for clipping the wings of our soar- 
ing and culminating destiny. 

Mr. McC. would have preferred some measure 
which would have settled definitely and forever 
the question of slavery. 
population of California was too scanty to bear 
the expense of Siate government, was a pretence 
rather than an objection. The population of Cal- 
ifornia before it could be formed into a State would 
be as great or greater than that of several of the 
States when they were admitted into the Union, 
Certainly money would be found there in the 
greatestubundance. Besides, no compulsion was 
contemplated; it would be left to the people of the 
territory freely to accept or reject our consent to 
the formation of a State government. 

Mr. McC. had voted to extend our revenue laws 
to California. He had done this to increase and 
strengthen the motives for extending government, 
which would be likely to follow, to secure our rev- 
enues there, as well as to augmenour revenues. 
It was a senseless clamor that we could not extend 
our revenue laws there, because the people of the 
Territory were unrepresented in Congress. This 
objection would have exempted New Orleans and 
every other port from the operation of our revenue 
laws during their territorial state. It would ex- 
empt the Territories entirely from the legislative 
jurisdiction of Congress. lt would be, in etfect, 
the alienation of our Territories. What could be 
more absurd? An effort has been made to distin- 
guisn California from other Territories, upon the 


pee that the latter were represented in Congress | 
They were not repre- || 


y delegates. Not so, 


The objection that the | 
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sented, in any constitutional sense. Their dele- 
gates sat here, not in virtue of any constitutional 
right to demand a seat and to dake part in our pro- 
ceedings, but through the courtesy of the House. 
And they were not allowed to take a seat in the 
Senate atall. They could not vote; and Congress 
could not confer upon them that right. The idea 
of territorial representation was preposterous. This 
was a Congress composed of the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives of Slates. It was among Slates, not Ter- 
rifories, that representatives were apportioned under 
the Constituuon. |Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, suggested a verbal 
amendment in the section. 

After a conversation on a pointof order between 
Mr. MURPHY and the CHAIR. 

Mr. MURPHY moved to amend the section as 
follows: 

But nothing in this act contained shall be held to deprive 
the people of the Territory of the nght which was deciared 
by the Continental Congress of 1774 to belong to We English 
colonies in North Amerneca by the timutable jaws of nature, 
namely,a free and exclusive power of legisiftion in their 
territorial legislature, Where their rightot representation can 
alone be preserved,in all Cases of taxatfon aud internal 
polity, subject only vo the approval of Cangress, in such 
manner as heretofore used and accustomed tu regard to the 
other Territories of the United States, and subject to the 
Constitution of the United states; and such acts of Congress 
as ure eitheroperative upou the whole of the United States, 
or relate to the public domain imithe said Perritory. | 

Mr. MURPHY said he trusted he should be | 
indulged by the House with a few moments for 
explanation of this amendment. In his view, as 
heretofore expressed on this floor, the adoption 
or non-adoption of what was termed the Wilmot 
proviso was immaterial. He was prepared to go 
for or against it, as circumstances might require, to 
get a government for California; that was to say, 
he avowed here that he woutd vote for the proviso; 
but if it should become necessary to secure an 
agreement between the two Houses to strike out | 
that proviso, be would go for striking it out. 

He had repeatedly put himself on this ground: 
that this territory is now free. If slavery would 
go there by traud and violence, as his friend trom 
Pennsylvania |Mr. Witmor] had said the other | 
day, in spite of the exisung municipal laws of that 
territory, It would go there in spite of any law 
which Congress might pass. If the territory were 
free, it must remain free; and therefore there was 


no necessity fur passing this prohibitory law, anf 


there was no harim in either. 

But he held it to be the Republican American 
doctrine, that, whether as a State or Territory, | 
this question belonged appropriately and exclu- 
sively to the people of that Lerritory or State. 
‘That was the doctrme laid down by the Congress 
of 1774, and incorporated in this amendment. He | 
wished that the peuple there, who were to be af- | 
fected by it, whose interests and feelings and pros- | 
perity, whose life, liberty, aud property, depended 
upon the decision of this question, he might say, | 
should have the decision of it, as they should of all 
others. He feared that if they passed this secuion 
as reported by the committee, it might be held to 
deprive the people of that right im regard to the 
question of slavery, and therefore he proposed this 
amendment to guard against such a result. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved a pro forma amendment 
to the amendment, for the purpose (he said) of 
contrasting for a moment the doctrines expressed | 
by that amendment [of Mr. Murpny] and by the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Sawyer] with their conduct in relauon to a difier- 
ent portion of the bill. The gentlemen declared 
that Congress had no right to, control the legisia- 
tion of these territories; they laid it down as a 
fundamental principle, and they held that Con- 
gress, therefore, had no right to pass any laws 
here regulating property and life in those territo- 


| ries. 


Mr. SAWYER interposed with a question of 
order, and said he understood no amendment had 
yet been oflered by the gentieman from Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, if the gentleman would 
keep quiet, he would show him how he (Mr. 8.]} 
stood. ; 

This very bill, (he continued,) in the 6th section | 
which had been read, and which had passed by 
the vigilance of the gentleman from Ohio, sleeping 
at his post, provided for the exercise of the same 
power by Congress. It declared that the Legisla- | 


ture of the Territory should not do certain things; || 


that it should notpass certain laws; that it should | 


ject. 


not incorporate a bank, or give an 
scrip, or notes of any kind for cire ad 
row money. These hard-money gentlemen mn 
perfectly content that Congress shou am 
this power in relation to these subjects 
the question of property in mankind w 
they denied the right of Congress al 
legislate upon it. He held them up; 
in that mirror; they who were so much concer 
upon the question of bank notes, and were y; “ 
that Congress should exclude from this people the 
right to act upon that subject, turne oo 
said that Congress had no right to le 
the subject of freedom. 

He withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MURPHY said he wished to say 
in reply to the gentleman from Massachuse 
he would modify his amendment for that 

The CHAIRMAN said the gentlem 
not modify his amendment for the | 
enabling him to speak again upon it. 

Mr. MURPHY. Well, I wish to make the ex. 
planation, that this amendment, which | have 
moved, applies to the entire bill, not to this sect n 
only. [Cries of ** Order.’’] 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Moreny was rejected. ; 

Mr. MEADE renewed the amendment of the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. McCiernanp } 

1 am one of those (said he) who believe tha 
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_ Slaves may be carried into any portion of the world 


where slavery has not been expressly prohibited, 

and that slaves have never been carried anywhere 

by special legislative provision. It is an interna 

tional institution; it exists by the acknowledyment 
of international Jaw; and the owner of the slave 
may travel to any portion of the world, and hold 
his slaves under that law, unless there is a special 
provision to the contrary in the country to which 
he goes. I believe that the local laws of Mexico, 
upon the acquisition of that territory, were abro- 
gated, so far as they interfered with any of the 
rights of any of the citizens of the United States 
living north or south; and this construction has 
been placed upon this question by the conduct of 
gentlemen ofthe North, who are this day sending 
into the ports of San Francisco articles of property 
that are prohibited by the laws .of Mexico from 
entering there, except by paying onerous duties, 
and some of which are entirely prohibited. So 
that, according to the practical construction which 
gentlemen from the North are giving to the laws 
of Mexico, it appears they may carry any property 
into that territory, except slave property. This is 
the construction they give. They set aside the 
laws of Mexico, so far as they prevent the intro- 
duction of imports of any sort, except slaves; they 
set it aside in their own favor, but say they are 
operative, so far as the South are concerned, when 
they desire to introduce into that country, as they 
do, their property. 

Now, | am one of those who believe that the 
same rights attach to the South upon this question 
as would have attached had this conquest been 
made by the United States, if every State had been 
a slaveholding State. And nobody would deny, 
nobody would get up here and contend that were 
we all slaveholding States, our citizens would not 
have the right to carry their slaves into that Terri- 
tory. 

1 have examined the laws of nations on the sub- 
I have examined the decisions of the courts 
of England-and of the United States; and notwith- 
standing the position assumed at the last session 
of Congress by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Sreruens] that the law of Mexico prolibiung 
slavery is still in force in that Territory, yet I find 
nothing in those decisions which miliiates against 
the view of the question which I have taken, that 
any law which interferes with the protection of the 
institutions of the country conquering or purchas- 
ing any territory is ipso facto abrogated by such 


_ 


conquest or purchase. 


Now, the political relations of the slaves of this 
country to the Constitution and the Union would 
be essentially altered if, when they are removed into 
that territory, they become freemen. They are now 
in this country, as acknowledged by the Constitu- 
tion, the slaves of the white man; and if we take 
them into California, that relation is changed, a 
cording to the doctrines of northern gentlemen; and, 
contrary to the international law laid down by Gro 
tius and quoted by the gentleman from Georg!4, 
they become freemen. fra the institution of 
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avery ®S much a political institution as if it ex- 


od all over the Union; and hence that it is pro- 
= .4 by the Constitation of the country, and that 
ws conflicting with it are ipso facto abrogated 
- . our becoming the owners of that territory. 
yor ORIRDSALL. Mr. Chairman, I desired to 
offer the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
com Virginia [Mr. Meape] who has just taken 
bie seal. =} , 5 
"Mr. MEA DE. I will withdraw my amendment 
ifthe ventieman from New York will renew it. 
jrew It. ; 
Mr. BIRDSALL. [ renew the amendment pro- 
aud by the gentleman from V irginia, which 13, 
‘strike out the following words at the end of sec- 


von 12: *t And shall be subject to all the condi- | 


‘yons, resuictions, and prohibitions in said arti- 
‘cles of compact, imposed upon the people of said 
cerritory. : < 

| do this for the purpose of making our legisla- 
tion upon the subject of organizing territorial gov- 


ernments consistent with itself, and with the prin- | 


viples of free government, 

correspond with the bill which we a few days 
since passed in committee, and subsequently or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading in the 
House, providing a territorial government for the 
Territory of Minesota, It will also make it cor 
respond substantially with the bill passed in 1838, 


for the organization of a territorial government for | 


the Territory of lowa. Now, sir, why make any 
distinction in the organization of territorial gov- 
ernments, between the North and the South? I 
would pass the same laws in regard to general 
principles, in the same language, whether the ter- 
ritories to be affected by them lay in the one or 
the other section of the country., Besides, sir, by 


making this amendment, the principles of seit- | 
government, unrestrained by congressional inter- | 


ference, will be substantially carried out. By 
another section of this bill it is provided, that the 
legislative power of the Territory shall extend to 
all rightful subjects of legislation, &c. This grant 
of levislative power touching their own domestic 
affairs, should, 1 coftend, be uneestrained and un- 
limited, excqgt by the Constitution. fam unwiil- 
ing to vecogMaze any duference between the rights 
of an American citizen and of his power and priv- 
lege to exercise those rights of domestic legisla- 


tion, Whether he resides in a State or in a ‘Verri- | 


tory. Elis residence in a Territory makes him 
not the less a man, nor is he the less capable of 
se-government. Sir, 1 know many of the emi- 
grants who have gone to California to make that 
distant country their home. They are among the 


most enterprising, intelligent, and virtuous of our | 


populaion; and such, sir, is the character of the 
gfeat mass of American citizens who will consti- 
wte the permanent inhabitants of that ‘Territory. 
Thev will understand well their own local interests 
and wants, and will be abundantly capable of 
making their own local and domesuc laws, and | 


am opposed to any restraint being laid upon them | 


by the hand of Congress. I hope the motion to 
sirike out will prevail, for 1 am opposed to the re- 
strictive system, and there is in my judgment no 
prospect that any bill contaming this *proviso”’ can 
become a law at this session, and, for one, l am 
extremely anxious in some acceptable form to give 
our people in California governmental protection. 

Mr. COLLAMER, Does not the gentleman 
from New York know that in the cases of lowa 
and Minesota there were laws of Congress prohib- 
iung slavery in those Territories ? 


Mr. BIRDSALL. What are they? 


Mr. COLLAMER. The ordinance of 1787 and | 


the Missouri compromise. 


Mr. BIRDSALL. Does not the gentleman | 


from Vermont know that there are laws in Cali- 


fornia and New Mexico prohibiting slavery there? | 


Of what necessity, then, 1s this proviso? -Is it not, 


for any purpose, worse than useless, even for those | 


who believe restriction proper and justifiable ? 


The question was taken on the amendment of | 


Mr. Meape, (renewed by Mr. Birpsaxz,) and 
Was rejected, 


Mr. MEADE moved to amend the section by | 
inserting after the word **territory,’’ where it first | 


occurs, the words ** living north of the parallel of 
36° 30’ of north latitude.”? I offer this amendment 
4&8 a compromise. Gentlemen from the free States 





Vr, B. signifying his acquiescence, Mr. M. with- | 


‘The amendmgnt | propose will make this bill 


them if slaves were admitted. So likewise tim 
South would be deprived of their share of the ter- 
ritory if slaves were excluded. ‘The South has 
the perfect right, under the Conitution, to take 
their slaves into any Territory of the United States. 
Officers of the army whormnay own staves can take 
their body servants into the forts or other #f&ces 
owned by the United States, if they are in the 
line of their daty, and engaged in public business. 
If General Smith has his body servants with him 
at this time in California, they are under the protec- 
tion of the Constitution as property. 
men who contend that slavery is abolished in 
California by virtue of Mexican laws, also contend 
that the peon system of slavery exisis there now, 


Do ventie- 


and that an American freeman can sel| himself and | 


his children to his creditor, and deprive himselt 
and them of their constitutional rights? It is even 
contended (by high sources, too) that the Consu- 


tution of the United States is not in force in Call- | 


fornia—that it is no part of the United States. If 
the laws of Mexico had prohibited emigrants from 
coming into California, would it require special 


Igislauon by Congress to enable our citizens to go | 


there?) These absurdities necessarily flow from 


the position assumed by the North; we of the | 


South have the same rights as we would hive 
were we ope integral nauon, with slavery as an 
Institution. 

If the Emperor of Brazil had conquered or purs 
chased this country, he and his subjects could take 
their slaves there without special legislation. 
are thirty independent sovereignues, and have uni- 
ted together In conquering or purchasing Califor- 
nia. ‘These sovereignties hold the country jointly, 
and have equal rights. 


country; every citizen, being a part owner of the 
country, could emigrate to it with his slaves. 
How are his rights affected by being a joint con- 
queror with non-slaveholders, but upon the pre- 


sumption that his rights are inferior? Can one of 


two joint conquerors, both being sovereign, tell | 
the other his institutions shall govern the country, | 


to the exclusion of the other? No; they have equal 
rights, and if the citizens of one can go into the 
country with his goods and chattels, in violauon 
of the original laws of the conquered country, so 


can the citizens of the other. Suppose the laws of | 


Mexico had made horses and mules common prop- 
erty, and had inhibited the appropriation of them: 
would that law be still in force, and would gentle- 
men from the North who have gone there with 
this property forfeit it? No, sir; the law is, by 


law abolishing slavery abrogated in the same way, 
for the benefit of those sovereigns owning slaves. 
The principle of international law recognized by 
the courts, that the laws of the conquered country 
prevatl unul altered by the conqueror, is estab- 


lished for the benefit of the conquered, to avoid | 
that anarchy and disorganization’ which would | 
But | 
there are many exceptions; they exist wherever | 
the principle would interfere with the rights and | 
those institutions of the conqueror that are incom- | 


prevail during the transiuon of jurisdiction. 


patible with it. Whenever the reason of the prin- 
ciple ceases, that is, the convemence end tempo- 
rary protection of the inhabitants, the primeiple 
ceases with it. Now, sir, it is not essential to the 
interests and temporary protection of the inhabit- 


take his slaves into the conquered country, while 
to take them there, is necessary to the enjoyment 
of his conquest. If there be two or more conquer- 
ors, with antagonistical institutions, their only 
mode of settling the difficulty is by dividing the 
country between them; until that is done, all have 


| You shall not enjoy the common property. 
The question was taken, and the amendment was 
rejected. 


|| tion by striking out in the second line the words 
‘* shali be,’’ and inserting “ are.”’ 


was simply to set the rights of the people of that 


and before the country. 


* — 


We | 


If one (being a slavehold- | 
ing sovereign) had conquered the country, it had | 
the perfect right to extend its institutions over the | 


mere force of acquisiuon, abrogated; and so is the | 


ants that the slavehoiding conqueror should not | 


equal rights, and neither can say to the others, || 


Mr. GREEN moved to amend the twelfth sec- 


He said his object in proposing this amendment 


Territory in their proper light before this House a . 
It was asserted by gen- || The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 

tlemen from the North and from the South, of || Mr. ASHMUN. 
|| both political parties, that the people of the Ter- |) 
|| ritory were entitled to the rights, privileges, and 
say thie acquisition of territory would be lost to |} immunities of American citizens. He proposed, 
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therefore, to strike out the words ‘shall be,’’ 
because they imphed the power on the part of 
Congress to confer these rights; that they emanated 
from this body, and were not rights € Xisting as the 
peculiar inherent rights of American citizens. 

Let them legislate understandingly on all these 
points. Let them say to the people of the ‘Ter- 
ritones, You are true American citizens; you have 
the rights of American citizens; we pretend not to 
confer those rights upon you. 1t was asserted by 
some that the people of the Territories could ex- 
ercise no power, except it was conferred upon 
them. It was asserted, on the other hand, that they 
had certain inherent rights. If Congress held thet 
they had the inherent rights of self-government, the 
rights of American citizens, let them not pretend 
to confer those rights upon them; let them so 
word this section, that after generations could 
understand their legislation, and all see that they 
recognized the inherent right of the people to 
govern themselves gecording to the principles of 
universal liberty. Thpse principles must be estab- 
lished; and whatever might be the action of this 
House to-day, whatever might be the action of 
Congress for years to come, these principles were 
|| taking root, they were receiving the impress of the 
age, and they would grow and strengthen until 
their existence should be recognized and approved, 
not only in the States, but in the Territories; and 
in the furthest extremities of this Union, wherever 
an American citizen was found, his rights of self- 
|| government would be acknowledged. He offered 
this amendment, not for the purpose of producing 
|, excitement, not to stir up feeling, but because he 
believed it was in perfect consonance with the 
rights of self-government, to which we all sub- 
scribe, 

The amendment of Mr. Green to the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Sawver, was taken, and decided in the neg- 
alive—ayes 83, noes 105. 

So the committee refused to strike out the 
twelfth section. 

‘The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
bill by sections. 

The 17th section being under consideration, as 
follows: 


Sec. 17. And he it further enacted, Tivat all the ports, har- 
bors, shores, and waters of the mainland of the Territory 
aforesaid, shall constitute a collection district, to be called 
| the district of Upper Calitornia, and a port of entry shail be 

established at ——, and-a collector of customs shall be ap- 

pointed by the President, by and with the advice and cou- 
|| sent of the Senate, to reside atsuch portof entry. And the 
President of the United States is hereby autho: ized to catab- 

lish such ports of delivery in the district creat d by this act, 
not exceeding —— In number, as he may deem expedient; 
and may appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, surveyors to reside thereat, 


j 


The CHAIRMAN suggested that there were 
|| two blanks in the section, and inquired whether 
there was any motion to fill them? 

Mr. STRONG asked that the section might be 
|| again read; and it was accordingly read. 
Mr. S. then moved that the first blank be filled 
| with the port of ** San Francisco;” and that the 
|| second blank be filled with the number ** three.’’ 
|| ‘Phe question on the first part of the motion was 
| taken, and decided in the affirmative. 


So the first blank was filled with the port of 
‘* San Francisco.”’ 
The question recurring on the second part of the 
motion— 
|| Mr. HALL, of Missouri, suggested to the gen- 
|| tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Strone] so to 
|, modify his motion as to insert **four’’ instead of 
1) **three.’” 
} Mr. STRONG modified his motion accordingly. 
|| And, as thus modified, the second part of the 
|| motion was agreed to. 
| No further amendments were offered to this bill. 
The question then came up on agreeing to the 
substitute heretofore proposed by the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Preston) for the bill, (and 
| which proposes to create a State.) 
| Mr. PRESTON, by consent, corrected certain 
| verbal errors in the printed copy of his substitute, 
Mr. ASHMUN inquired whether the substitute 
| was not now open to amendment? 


I suppose, if an amendment 
|| should be voted into the biil, it cannot afterwards 
| be amended? 5c Cli 

' The CHAIRMAN said it could not. 
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Mr. ASHMUN then moved an amendment to | 


the end of the second section. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (to the 
Chair.) Is that an amendment to the substitute or 
to the original bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
substitute. 

Mr. THOMPSON. If so, I insist'that the sub- 
It has not yet been read. 

The substitute was first read through, and was 
then read by sectians. 

And the first section of the substitute being 
under consideration, in the words following: 


It is an amendment to the 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Congress doth consent that | 


a new State may be erected outof and including all that 
territory ceded to the United States by the treaty of peace, 
friendship, limits, and setiement, with the Republic of 
Mexico, concluded second February, eighteen hundred and 
forty eight, with a republican form of government, to be 
adopted by the inhabitants of said territory, assembled by 
delegates in convention as hereinafter provided for that pur- 
fore iy order that the said State may be admitted into this 
nion 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend it 
by striking out from the ninth line the words 
‘inhabitants of,” and inserting the words * citi- 
zens of the United States residing there.” 

Mr. PRESTON accepted the proposed amend- 
ment as a modification of his substitute. 

Mr. COLLINS moved to amend the first section 


of the substitute, by adding thereto the following | 


words: 
‘* Provided, That there shall be neither slavery nor invol- 
untary servitude inthe said State otherwise than in the pun- 


ishment of crimes Whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted,” 


Mr. COLLINS asked for tellers, who were 


appointed, (Messrs. Cottins and McDowe .t.) 


Mr. MeLANE asked that the amendment just | 


proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Sens, might be read. 

The CHAIRMAN said it had been accepted as 
a modification by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Preston. ] 

Mr. ASHMUN ealled for the reading of the 
amendment of Mr. Coiuins, (which was again 
read. ) 

And the question_on the said amendment was 
then taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
91, nays 87. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McLANE said that he desired to ask the 
attention of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Preston] to the amendment which had been pro- 
posed by his friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] 
and accepted as a modification. As that amend- 
ment now stood, providing for the suffrages of the 
citizens of the United States, the people of Cali- 
fornia who had elected to become citizens were 
disfranchised. 

The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman would 


suspend his remarks until the committee should | 


come to order. 

Mr. McLANE (order having been restored) 
proceeded. 
the Chair, inasmuch as the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] had been in- 
formally accepted by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Preston,] whether it would now be 


in order to move an amendment to that section of 
the bill? 


The CHAIRMAN said it would be in order by | 


general consent. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The amendment was accepted 
as a modification by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Presron.] 

Mr. McLANE. Yes; and I am asking his at- 
tention to what he accepted, that he may see how 
imperfect the section now is. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
TOOMBS, PRESTON, and McLANE, which 
led to no motion. 

No further amendments were offered to this 
section. 

Mr. MEADE rose to inquire of his colleague, 
{Mr. Presron,] whether the first section embraced 
the country between the Nueces and the Rio 
Grande? 

Mr. PRESTON’S reply was not distinctly 
heard; but he was understood to say, that it was 
not necessary for him to go into explanation. He 
had addressed the committee the other day, and 
had said all that he supposed to be necessary in 
explanation. 


Mr. MEADE. Then the gentleman declines to 
nswer the question. 


He said that he deyred to inquire of 
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The substitute having been gone through with— 
Mr. GREELEY moved the following as an ad- 
ditional section thereto: 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the State consti- || 
tuted by this act shall include all the territory lying east of | 
the Rio Grande, and embraced within the following bound- | 
| 


aries, to wit: Commencing at the pointin latitude forty-two 
north nearest the Arkansas river; thence following the 
course of the southern bank of the said river Arkansas, 
until it intersects the degree of longitude one hundred west 
from London, and twenty-three from Washington; thence 
running by a line due south to the south bank of Red river; 
thence by a direct line to the Rio Grande, at the point where 
the southern boundary of New Mexico intersects the samme ; 
thence westwardly along the southern boundary of New 
Mexico, to the southwest corner thereof; thenee north- 
wardly along the western boundary of New Mexico, to the 
northwest corner thereof; thence by a direct line to the 
place of beginning. 

Mr. G., in explanation, said the amendment 
simply embraced the territory as described in the 
original bill reported from the Committee on the |) 
Territories. It embraced the territory of New 
Mexico. He understood it to be the object of the 
bill to form one State out of California and New 
Mexico. 

Mr. KAUFMAN wished to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from New York whether, 7 the introduc- 
tion of the amendment which he had offered, he 
wanted to steal from Texas land enough for his 
Fourierite bill to operate upon ? 

Mr. GREELEY. I do not think it becomes the 
Representative from Texas to talk about landsteal- 
ing. 

He proceeded to say (but in a voice scarcely 
audible at the reporter’s desk) that it appeared to 
him, that without this amendment, there was a 
clear surrender of the people of New Mexico to the 
dominion of Texas. That people asked to be pro- 
tected against the absurd pretensions of Texas; 
there was unanimity among them in making this 
request. It was eminently necessary, in order to 
prevent revolution and bloodshed and wrong there, 
that this territory should be included within one 
jurisdiction or the other; they had protested against 











,, the rule of Texas. The bill virtually surrendered 


i 


them to that rule, by cutting off one portion of 
New Mexico and annexing it to California, and 
saying nothing about the rest. 
sy doing this, they would throw the responsi- 
bility upon the incoming Administration of saying 
whether it would protect the people of New Mex- 
ico or not. That responsibility properly rested | 
upon this Congress. ‘The friends of the new Ad- 
ministration ought not to consent to throw it off 
upon that Administration. If it should take the 
side of Texas, it would alienate the whole people 
of the northern States, and vice versa; and it would, 
in any event, cause great embarrassment and treu- 


| ble, which should be avoided by the present Con- 


gress doing its duty and coming up to the decision 
of this question. Let them setile this question to 
whom the responsibility of it belonged. He asked 
this House to say, by a direct vote, whether it 
intended to surrender the people of that part of 
New Mexico to the domination of Texas or not? 
The amendment which he offered proposed to give 
them the protection of the State which they were 
constituting by this bill. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked for the reading of the 
amendment of Mr. Gree.ey; which was read. 

He said he would offer an amendment to that 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the gentleman that 





| it would be an amendment in the third degree, and 


therefore not in order. 
The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Greecey to the amendment, and it was re- 
jected—ayes 59, noes 63. 
Mr. HILLIARD said he would offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment, of directly an opposite 
character to that of the gentleman from New Vork. 


' He sent up an amendment providing that the State 


to be organized should embrace no territory east 
of the Rio Grande. 

He had felt, (he said,) in common with other 
gentlemen, an earnest desire to settle this question, 
and to settle it upon terms honorable and satisfac- 
tory to the whole country. He had given notice of 
a substitute which he had intended to offer for this 
bill. But as the committee had so clearly mani- 
fested its purpose to adopt no such substitute, and 
no analogous measure, he should decline to offer 
it, and without even asking a vote upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, he withdrew it. 

The question recurring on the substitute of Mr. 


| Parsron, as amended, was taken by tellers— 





Messrs. Coiuins and Toomas—w 
| mone.. The noes were not counted, “ayes 


| person or persons, and shall be exerci 


| maintaining the inhabitants of said territory 





. F eb. 27, 
ho ened, a 


So the substitute was rejected. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved the 
tute for the entire bill, of which he had ve 
given notice, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Ho 
atives of the United smalls of America in Congren creat 
That, until the end of the first session of the assembled, 
gress, all and singular the acts of Congress wit) pce Con. 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and ne af 
with regard tothe survey and disposition of the public i a 
are hereby extended over the territory acquired from _ 
ico by the treaty of the second of February, eighteen a 
dred and forty-eight; and all and singular the military, on” 
and judicial powers exercised by the officers 
government of the same territory shall be 
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d yesterday 


ary, Civil, 
Of the eXisting 
‘vested in Such 
sed in such m 


as the President of the United States shall ahner, 


direet, for the 


; 7 in the free 
joyment of their liberty, property, and religion. a 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, Tat in order to main. 
tain the authority of the United States, and preserve peace 
and order in said territory, the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to employ such parta 
of the land and naval forces of the United States as jo 
may deem necessary: Provided, nevertheless, That Martial 
law shall not be proclaimed or declared in said territory, nor 
any military court established or instituted, except ordinary 
courts-martial, for the trial of persong belonging to tho 
army and navy of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, ay. 
propriated for the purpose of carrying these provisions jgt 
effect, to be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. a. 

Mr. GIDDINGS raised the point of order, tha 
the bill having been gone through and perfected 
and a substitute having been offered and rejected, 
another substitute could not be offered. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 

Mr. EVANS appealed from the decision. 

Some conversation arose on the point of order be. 
tween Mr. EVANS, Mr. ROOT, and the CHAIR. 
MAN. 

The CHAIRMAN, upon more minute examin- 
ation of authorities, reversed his decision, and de- 
clared the amendment to be in order. 

And the question being omthe substitute of Mr, 
Evans— 

Mr. EVANS said, he perhaps ought to say to 
the committee that he scarcely expected that his 
substitute would be adopted: Yet, if gentlemen 
would reflect for a single instant thaggthere was, if 
| they looked at the question practicaMy, no proba- 
bility of the bill under consideration becoming a 
| law at this session of Congress, and upon our sol- 
|emn duty and obligation under the treaty we had 
| recently made with Mexico to provide for the pro- 
| tection of the people of these territories in some 
manner, they must see, it appeared to him, that the 
measure which he proposed should receive the sup- 
a of the committee. It left the question of the 

Vilmot proviso open, and gentlemen might wage 
their conflicts upon it hereafter, if they saw fit, It 
oe that the laws of the United States in re- 

ation to the public lands and to intercourse with 
the Indian tribes, should be extended over the 
territory which we had recently acquired from 
Mexico. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired of 
the gentleman if this was not substantially the 
/ amendment offered by Mr. Wessrer in the Sen- 
ate, and rejected? He asked the gentleman, Why 
not take the amendment which had been endorsed 
by the Senate? 

Mr. EVANS replied that it was substantially 
the amendment of Mr. Waxxer, in the Senate. 

Mr. SCHENCK called the gentlemen to order, 
for reference to what was done in the Senate. The 
House (he said) did not legislate in reference '0 
what other branches of the Government were 
about, and it was out of order, under the rule, 
refer to their action. 

Mr. EVANS (resuming) said this was substan 
tially the amendment, then, which gentlemen had 
read in the newspapers as having been adop 
elsewhere. It was substantially the same provisio® 
for temporary government as had been extend 
by the act of 1803 over Louisiana. It intended 
only to provide some government for that people 
unul the next session of Congress. : 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the substitulé, 
by adding thereto the 12th section of the bill. 

Mr. EVANS withdrew the substitute. | 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved the following sv» 
stitute for the bill; but before any question was 
taken withdrew it, viz: 

Sec. —. That the Constitution of the United ‘States a 
all and singular the several acts of Congress respecting 
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